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A police officer stands at the Department of Education's Manhattan headquarters, 
where protesters rallied on Monday to demand the reinstatement of Khalil Gibran Acad- 
emy principal Debbie Almontaser, who resigned under fire earlier this month. 

STANDING FIRM 


Amid protest, city backs Jewish 
principal at new Arabic school 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A diverse group that included Arab- 
American activists and Jewish educators 
rallied on the steps of the Department of Ed- 
ucation on Monday to demand the reinstate- 
ment of Debbie Almontaser to the helm of 
the city’s first Arabic language and culture 
academy. 

The rally came less man two weeks after 
Almontaser resigned amid an uproar over her 
defense of a T-shirt bearing me slogan “Intifa- 
da NYC,” and a Jewish, non-Arabic-speaking 
educator was appointed in her place to run me 
school, which is slated to begin its first school 
year next month in a Dean Street middle- and 
high-school building. 

Almontaser, me founder of me Khalil 


Gibran International Academy, had been quot- 
ed in me New York Post earlier this month de- 
fending me T-shirt on me grounds mat me word 
“intifada” literally translates as “shaking off.” 
“Debbie should lead this school because 
she founded it, and it’s her vision,” said Mona 
Eldahry, founding director of Arab Women 
Active in me Arts and Media (AWAAM), me 
organization that sells me “Intifada NYC” T- 
shirts and shares an office with another organ- 
ization associated with Almontaser. Eldahry 
was one of me organizers of the rally, which 
drew close to 200 people. 

“Debbie attempted to educate the public 
about me word ‘intifada’ [by using] a defini- 
tion you’ll find in any dictionary.” 

Almontaser later condemned me use of “in- 
See GIBRAN on page 1 2 


OBAMATHON 

Barack raises bucks on Hill's 'turf' 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Barack Obama was John F. 
Kennedy, Malcolm X and Martin 
Luther King Jr. all rolled into one for 
an overflow crowd of supporters at 
me junior senator from Illinois’ first 
official campaign stop in Brooklyn 
on Wednesday night. 

Standing before me emotional and 
heterogeneous crowd at me Brooklyn 
Marriott in Downtown, Obama gave a 
charismatic stump speech, pacing me 
stage and throwing red meat lines to a 
hungry audience while touching on 
the issues of the day: education (he 
supports it), health care (he wants to 
expand it), and the war in Iraq (he 
wants American out of it). 

By me end of his 40-minute rally- 
ing-cry, Obama was engaging the 


DECISION J’08 

crowd in a call-and-response chant, 
“Are you fired up?” he yelled. 

“Fired up!” yelled back me support- 
ers, each of whom paid $25 to get in. 

“Are you ready to go?” he yelled. 

“Ready to go!” screamed me 

Many in me audience were down- 
right starry-eyed, fanning themselves 
with folded paper and rushing me 
stage to get his autograph. 

Elvia Alexander, of East Flatbush, 
compared Obama’s charisma to mat of 
John F. Kennedy, who was 43 when he 
was elected to me presidency, five 
years younger than Obama would be 
in 2008. 

“When I think about him, I mink 


about Kennedy,” said Alexander. “I 
think he will bring change to me 

Gillian Charles, a Prospect Heights 
resident, chose different historical 
predecessors: Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Malcolm X. 

“He has charisma, he’s engaging,” 
said Charles. “He has a voice, it’s 
compelling, and people listen.” 

Other supporters pointed to Oba- 
ma’s background as one of me primary 
reasons for their support of him over 
other Democratic contenders. 

Frank Alert, a black resident of 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, said, “Obama is 
someone who looks like me, who is 
articulate, who has hope.” 

Even so, Alert was skeptical that 
someone who looks like him could get 
elected. 

See OBAMAMANIA on page 1 4 



Illinois Sen. Barack Obama at the Brooklyn Mar- 
riott on Wednesday night — his second 
fundraiser in the borough in a month. 


Gov. Spitzer 
makes house 
ads illegal 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Gov. Spitzer has signed a bill mat would 
make it illegal to leave menus and circulars 
on people’s stoops — but me new law has 
set off a messy situation of its own for 
small business owners who depend on 
such strategies to draw in customers. 

The so-called Lawn Litter Bill will fine 

business owners be- 

■^Yl tween $250 and 
$1,000 for dropping 
delivery menus and 
circulars on private 
Hi property if the owner 
has posted a sign ex- 
_ J plicitly stating that no 
such ads are allowed. 
It passed both houses 
of me legislature in 
Gov. Spitzer June and Spitzer signed 

it into law on Monday. 

“For me, it’s Utter on my steps,” said Judy 
Stanton, me executive director of me Brook- 
lyn Heights Association, which already dis- 
tributes its own placards asking merchants to 
refrain from leaving ads on me stoop. 

“It goes straight from my front door to my 
recycling can,” continued Stanton. “And 
sometimes I have to wash my hands because 
mere’s dirt on mere.” 

The Utany of complaints about circulars 
extends far beyond dirty hands. Residents 
from Brooklyn Heights to Bensonhurst com- 
plain of getting tickets for fliers mat blow 
onto their sidewalk, and many fear mat while 
they’re on vacation, piles of circulars make 
their homes targets for burglars. 

See SPITZER on page 14 



Here’s the pitch 

Brooklyn Paper ad sales rep Eric Ross shows off the 
form that makes him a great ad rep during Brook- 
lyn Paper Night at Keyspan Park on Aug. 16. The 
first-place Cyclones won 7-1 . For complete, Triple- 
Threat Cyclones coverage, See Page 6. 


FEMA to 
B’Ridge: 
Ask Bush 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Federal disaster aid for residents of Bay Ridge who were 
pummeled by me Aug. 8 tornado is being held up until Presi- 
dent Bush, who is on vacation in Texas for the rest of me 
month, decides whether he wants to release me funds. 

Gov. Spitzer formally requested disaster relief from me Fed- 
eral Emergency Management 
Agency on Monday — and 
called for swift action by me 
federal bureaucracy. 

FEMA inspectors did make 
their own damage assessments 
on Aug. 13 and sent a recom- 
mendation to me president. But 
me buck has stopped — and 
apparently stalled — mere, ac- 
cording to FEMA spokes- 
woman Barbara Lynch, who 
said me rare tornado may not 
have generated enough media 
coverage to get me president’s 
limited attention. 

“Higher-profile cases seem 
to move a lot faster,” said 
Lynch. “This situation didn’t 
get me media attention it war- 

Lynch said agency inspectors were “just flabbergasted” by 
the millions of dollars of damage caused by me tornado — 
See BUSH on page 14 



What the 'Nell is going on? 

Citing high rents here. Hook merchant eyes Manhattan 


By Juliana Bunim 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Could legendary Red Hook 
booze baroness LeNell Smothers’s 
new signature drink be a — gasp! 
— Manhattan? 

“Yes, I’m looking outside of Red 
Hook — mostly in Lower Manhat- 
tan,” said me owner of LeNell’s, Van 
Brunt Street’s renowned bourbon and 
wine shop. 

Ever since Smothers told The 
Brooklyn Paper last month that her 
landlord is reclaiming me space, the 
rumor mill has been churning over 
where her esteemed LeNell’s Wine 
and Spirit Boutique would end up. 

But Smothers has had with all the 
gossip, so she again turned to The 
Brooklyn Paper to explain what is re- 
ally happening with her store. As al- 
ways, she served it straight up. 

“I’m sick and tired of me media 
misstating what’s going on,” said 
Smothers. “I’ve been bombarded by 
press. One [outlet] even had me nerve 



LeNell Smothers 


to print mat we are closing. We are 
not closing down.” 

Next summer, when her current 
five-year lease expires, Smothers 
must open a new store within 1 ,000 
feet of her current store or she’ll lose 
the chance to easily transfer her 
liquor license to me future location. 

“I live in Red Hook and want to 
stay,” she said. But Smothers also 


wants to open a bar in addition to me 
liquor store, and is concerned mat 
Red Hook might not generate enough 
heat. It’s not “Red Hot Red Hook” 
like so many bulls— t articles would 
have folks believe,” said Smothers. 
“There’s just not that many services 
around like banks and restaurants.” 

And mat could prose a problem for 
a fledgling bar. 

But local residents are not ready 
for LeNell to pack up her specialty 
bourbons and bitters. In only four 
years, her store has become a com- 
munity favorite for its kitschy atmos- 
phere, quality stock and service. 

“LeNell’s is a neighborhood jewel,” 
said Georgia Krai, a neighbor. “LeNell 
really makes you feel at home. It is lit- 
erally like no other liquor store.” 

But finding space is difficult in 
Red Hook. Most available property 
consists of “empty lots that owners 
are sitting on, storefronts mat have 
people living in mem or short-term 
leases,” Smothers said. Other spots 
are available, but either have “outra- 


geous rent mat’s not realistic for Red 
Hook, or [are] on a side street with no 
foot traffic.” 

Manhattan might provide more foot 
traffic, but it comes at a premium. 

“Retail rent in lower Manhattan is 
easily double mat of Red Hook, espe- 
cially for a liquor store,” said Soli- 
taire Macfoy of Fillmore Real Estate 
in Brooklyn Heights. 

And finding retail space mat will 
welcome a liquor store — even an up- 
scale one — can be tricky. “It can be a 
long process to find a space mat is not 
near schools, places of worship and 
other liquor stores,” said Smothers. 

For now, Smothers has a full 
schedule of events planned for the 
fall, including an Old Portrero rye 
tasting, a fourth anniversary party and 
me Brooklyn Bourbon festival. 

LeNell's Wine and Spirit Boutique 
(416 Van Brunt St. between Coffey 
and Van Dyke streets in Red Hook) is 
open Monday-Saturday, noon-mid- 
night, and Sunday from noon-9 pm. 
For information, call (718) 360-0838. 



The owner of LeNell's, a Van Brunt Street wine and spirits shop know for its selection of bourbons and 
its fountain, is considering a move to Manhattan when her lease is up. 
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Pizza & Winebar 
to www.ovenny.com 

lunch • dinner • take-out 

OVEN 

60 Henry Street 
718.237.8720 
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Music school 

At 2 pm today, the "After 
the Jump" festival will 
kick off with 1 3 bands, 
including Bling Kong 
(pictured), DJs and sur- 
prise guests, all to bene- 
fit music education in New 
York City. The daytime 
show is free, but the 
nighttime party is a fund- 
raiser, so cough it up if 
you want to still be see- 
ing live music in 10 years. 

2 pm at Studio B (259 Banker 
St. at Calyer Street in Green- 
point). $12 ahead of time, $14 
day off. For information, visit 


August 26 


August 27 


August 30 


T*’ di Taking notes 


If you don't have cable, 
Sunday nights can be the 
pits. Comic Sara Schaefer 
(pictured) has the answer 
to your end of the week- 
end boredom, though, 
with her "Name That 
Tune" party at Union Hall. 
Live music, comedians 
and prizes are a heck of a 
lot better than your other 



Reading 
your rights 

He might not throw the 
book at you, but tonight 
at Rocky Sullivan's in Red 
Hook, District Attorney 
Charles Hynes will read it. 
The DA is heading 


FRIDAY 

August 3 1 


Buttermilk 
and jam 

The summer's almost 
over, so what better way 
to welcome autumn than 
the CasHank Hoote- 
nanny Jamboree, a 
country music free for 
all? Get into the down 
home spirit with a per- 
formance by the Ameri- 
can String Conspiracy 

sst'cas- 
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d from his firsl 
si, "Triple Homocide," 
which follows two gener- 
ations of New York cops. 
9 pm at Rocky Sullivan's (34 
Van Dyke St. at Dwight Street 
in Red Hook). Free. For infor- 
mation, call ( 718) 246-8050 or 
visit www.rockysullivans.com. 



Hot shots 

We've all got our own 
ideas about what the 
borough looks like 
depending on where w 
live, work and hang out 
Check out the "My 
Brooklyn" e: ’ 

; last 
w 30+ 
g first- 

Zeng (work pictured), 
see the borough. 

9 am-6 pm at the Brooklyn 
Public Library's central 

Plaza. Free. For information, 
call (718) 230-2100 or 
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Will dry cleaning 
ever be green? 


Walentas vs. Goliaths 

Nabe groups oppose developer's DUMBO plan 






STUDENTS £ 

TEACHERS 

UNITE 


20% off printer cartridge refills 
with valid school ID* 


^Cartridge M 


(718) 554-1203 

.cartridgeworld.ee 
Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 7pm, Sat. 1 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

They’re back... 

The neighborhood activists 
who successfully opposed 
DUMBO real-estate kingpin 
David Walentas ’s 2003 plan for 
a residential tower near the 
Brooklyn Bridge have stepped 
up again to attack his new pro- 
posal for the Dock Street site. 

The DUMBO Neighbor- 
hood, Fulton Ferry Landing and 
Brooklyn Heights associations 
put out a joint statement on 
Wednesday that called Walen- 
tas’s latest design just as flawed 
as the proposal that the groups 
helped shoot down three years 

“The defects of this project 
are essentially the same as those 
that resulted in the failure of the 
previous project,” the groups 
said in the statement. 

The $200-million, 400-unit 
development would rise 18 sto- 
ries on Dock Street between 
Front and Water streets. Walen- 
tas — who told The Brooklyn 
Paper in June that he knew “not 
everyone” would like the plan 
— sweetened the deal with 80 
below-market-rate units, retail 
space, and a 300-student middle 
school, an amenity that the 
DUMBO and Brooklyn Heights 
associations have called for in 
the past. 

But Walentas’s Two Trees 


A coalition of local groups wants to stop David Walentas's proposed DUMBO building, de- 
spite its long-sought middle school, because it could block views of the Brooklyn Bridge. 


Management plan still doesn’t 
cut it: “We do need a middle 
school, but this need . . . should 
not be used to leverage an out- 
of-scale development,” Karen 
Johnson, president of the DUM- 
BO group told The Brooklyn 

Johnson and the other civic 
leaders take special issue with 
the impact the building, which 


would have an 18-story segment 
that could block views of the 
iconic Brooklyn Bridge. 

“The site is positioned at a 
key transition zone between the 
five-story rowhouse scale of the 
Fulton Ferry Landing Historic 
District to the west . . . and the 
Brooklyn Bridge Anchorage to 
the south,” the statement said. 
“The view of this entire span 


must be protected.” 

The statement comes a few 
days after Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) 
came against the scale of the 
project, calling it “gigantic.” 
Walentas told reporters this 
week that the reappearance of 
his old foes wouldn’t stop him 
from continuing to seek support 
from the city on his plan. 


City blocks Clinton Street tower 


Developer may re-apply 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn Heights preserva- 
tionists hailed a decision by 
the Department of Buildings 
to block a developer from 
adding six stories onto an al- 
ready nine-story building at 
the comer of Clinton and 
Montague street. 

Buildings officials would not 
comment on why they rejected 
the proposed addition, which 
would create a 185-foot tower 
within the footprint of the city’s 
first historic district. 

The district’s zoning restric- 
tions don’t apply to the commer- 
cial block of Clinton Street, but 
preservationists objected because 
the resulting building would 
dwarf nearby historic structures 
such as the old Spencer Church 
building and the landmark head- 
quarters of Brooklyn Historical 
Association on the comer of Clin- 
ton and Pierrepont streets. 

“It would be much too tall 
for that comer and would cast 
dark shadows into the historic 
district and onto very important 
structures” said Judy Stanton, 
president of the Brooklyn 
Heights Association. 

A spokesperson for the De- 
partment of Buildings said the 
developer, Clinton Realty Hold- 
ings LLC, was free to resubmit 
new plans. Neither the New Jer- 
sey-based corporation, nor the 
project architect Edgar Rawl- 


ings, returned calls from The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

Brooklyn Heights, though 
home to many real-estate devel- 
opers, is notoriously sensitive to, 
preservation issues. In 1965, a 
coalition of residents led by 
lawyer Otis Pearsall forever al- 
tered the business of building in 
the city when it lobbied to create 
New York’s first historic district 
in the section of the Heights 
bounded by Atlantic Avenue and 
Court Street and Cadman Plaza 
West and the Promenade. 

Within the district, new 
buildings are limited to five sto- 
ries, and their facades must 
blend in with those neighboring 
buildings. Pearsall, a member of 
the city’s Art Commission, op- 
poses the 75 Clinton St. tower 
because of the shadows it would 
cast in the low-rise historic dis- 
trict that he created. 

Other critics said that the tower 
could set an inappropriate prece- 
dent for high-rise development in- 
side the protected district itself. 

“As the development gets 
higher and higher outside the 
district, you tun into the danger 
of it creeping into the district it- 
self,” said Simeon Bankoff, ex- 
ecutive director of the non-prof- 
it Historic District Council. 

While larger than most 
Heights structures, the proposed 
tower would be half the size of 
the one residential project that 
was built above objections in 
1997, a 33-story, 331-foot resi- 


The city has blocked a six-story addition atop this Clinton 
Street building — for now. 


dential tower at 180 Montague St. Ian Brace Eichner to scale it 
When construction began on that down. A Brooklyn Heights resi- 
site, neighbors asked developer dent himself, he declined. 


D ry cleaners in Brooklyn Heights 
have gone gaga for green, 
hanging signs in their windows 
with the word “perc” —or per- 
chloroethylene, the dry cleaning 
agent now classified by the EPA as a 
toxic air contaminant, with the large 
red “Ghostbusters” slash through it. 

Others have banners, festooned with 
trees and green grass, claiming 
they’re “organic.” 

Organic dry cleaner? Isn’t that 
an oxymoron, like “jumbo shrimp,” 

“military intelligence” or “Marty 
Markowitz weight loss”? Indeed, 
most of us have no idea what “nat- 
ural” and “organic” cleaning even means. And besides, there is 
no standard definition of “green” dry cleaning. As a result, dry 
cleaners loosely use these earth-friendly terms to capitalize on 
the neighborhood’s affinity for green-based consumerism. 

Best Cleaners on Henry Street between Pierrepont and Mon- 
tague streets declares itself “organic” and perc-free because it uses 
hydrocarbon solvent for cleaning. Not to paraphrase Sam Cooke, 
but even though I don’t know much about history, I do know that 
the cleaners are technically correct that their solvent is organic — 
because everything on the planet with carbon in it (including pro- 
duce grown under a blanket of pesticides) is “organic.” 

But the hydrocarbon solvent used by Best Cleaners is DF-2000, 
produced by ExxonMobil, which calls DF-2000 “the most cost-ef- 
fective alternative solvent.” Of course, ExxonMobil’s green creden- 
tials aren’t exactly impressive. This is the same mega-company that 
reportedly funded corrupt leaders in Angola, illegally traded with 
Sudan, and has lobbied to debunk global warming. 

Oh, and one more thing: The Valdez? That was theirs. 

But you don’t have to believe me: The Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency lists DF-2000 
as a neurotoxin — meaning 
it destroys nerve cells — 
that contributes to smog 
and global warming. 

Sue Pak of Best Cleaners 
described the store’s method 
as organic “because we 
don’t use perc. We use a hy- 
drocarbon machine [that’s] 
better for the environment 
and better for the customer.” 
Somehow that didn’t make 
me feel better. 

Some store owners find 
it a challenge to both clean 
clothes properly and quell 
customers environmental concerns. “People care the most that 
clothes don’t smell like chemicals,” said Jay Lung, owner of 
Lung’s Dry Cleaners on Henry Street, between Orange and 
Pineapple streets. 

Lung said he uses “natural methods,” but occasionally he has to 
pull out the big guns — strong chemicals — to get out tough stains. 
“If it’s dirty, how are you going to take it out? If no one used 
them, [dry cleaners] would be out of business.” 

Golden Hangers on Clark Street between Henry and Willow 
streets also offers “organic cleaning,” but its version is hydrocar- 
bon-free. “It’s very natural, just like soap,” said owner Sonya, 
who refused to give her last name. Golden Hangers also still 
uses “perc” in its regular cleaning, which according to Sonya is 
the most effective for removing grease and oil. 

It seems almost impossible to figure out how to go green with 
your dry cleaning. The first step is making sure your cleaning is 
at the very least done perc-free. But at this point, the only way to 
be truly “natural” may be to soap up your own duds. Dry cleaning 
is a dirty business, and it’s difficult to separate the green cleaning 
from the green pockets. 

Juliana Bunim is a writer who lives in Brooklyn Heights 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


The Office of Emergency Management’s new headquarters 
on a cordoned-off-to-traffic section of Cadman Plaza East not only 
has nice clean lines, but it’s also clean on the environment. The 
building just earned the highest mark for energy efficiency and en- 
vironmentally friendly design. Next, The Stoop would like to see 
them insist on employees using the subway so they can give back 
the street that they and the federal courthouse stole and share as a 

private parking lot Uncommon Grounds on Henry Street at 

Cranberry Street may have just opened last spring, but it is already 
closed for renovations. But good things are on the horizon. It’s ex- 
panding to include a full kitchen and full bar. No word on how long 
we’ll have to wait though. . . . Congratulations to the Coffee Flats 
Terrors, who just won the bocce tournament at Floyd's onAtlantic 

Avenue between Henry and Clinton streets The blue pig in front 

of the Blue Pig ice cream parlor on Henry Street between Cranber- 
ry and Orange streets has mysteriously turned pink. Employees 
aren’t talking. . . . DUMBO’s legendary bakery, Almondine, is 
now offering crepes after on Friday nights and Sunday afternoons. 
You gotta hand it to Herve. That crazy Frenchman is always 
pulling out something new. E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Cooking & Cleaning 
Carpets & Rugs 
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Carpets & Doormats 
Pens & Markers 
Dry-Erase Boards 
Calculators 
s & Hangers 
Coffee Makers 
Lamps & Bulbs 


85 Court Street 

Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 

AMERICAN Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • GO 5 ISC I 

HOUSEWARES 



Going Back 
to School Sale 

Elementary through 
College students 
50% off frame and 
polycarbonate lenses 
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1 362 LIVINGSTON (At Flatbush) 

718-643-0742 

OPEN MON-SAT 




Baseball Cards 
Comics • Toys 
Sports Cards 
Bought & Sold 
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GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 


A real street address, not a P.0. Box 
Package notification 
Full-service mail & package receiving 
Mail holding & forwarding 
Call-in Mailcheck 
E-mail notification 
Only $25/Month 


The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: I Oam to 5pm | Sunday: I Oam to 3pm 





139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


Featuring: 
Japanese, 
Chinese, 
and Thai 

\ 


Se? ' 

4 YEAR ANNIVERSARY! 

1 5% off any order of 
$15 or more All SUMMER 

78 Clark Street at Henry St. • Bklyn Haights 





Fast, Free Delivery to: 
Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens, 
DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill 


BOERUM HILL 


Ctibbb HthtfaU 



231 Bergen St.: 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths. 
Includes home-entertainment system 
with flat-screen TV's! $3,500,000 


(718) 596-3333 
See our listings: 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 
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Wandering Jews 
still on the move 


BROOKLYN 

SOUTH 



Ariella Cohen 


A medieval legend tells of a Jew 
cursed to wander until Judg- 
ment Day because of a bad 
run-in with Jesus. In Brooklyn, it’s 
a karmic — and financial— 
arrangement with real-estate devel- 
opers that keeps one pair of so- 
called Wandering Jews on the 

Like figures from old European 
folktales, Rabbi DovBer Pinson 
and his wife, Rebbetzin Rochie 
Pinson travel from one home to an- 
other, knowing that one day they 

will get the boot. Hasidic mystics, 

the Pinsons have studied what they 

call the “deeper dimension of Torah” in a former factory in 
DUMBO and held rollicking, Kabbalah-infused and kosher- 
wine-fueled Shabbat dinners in an ex-ironworks in Boerum Hill. 
(Orthodox reggae-man and MTV darling Matisyahu and the Ha- 
sidic rapper Y-Love were occasional guests.) 

This fall, they will move to a graffiti-covered plant on Union 
Street between Hoyt and Bond streets, where they will pray over 
the oil-slicked water of the Gowanus Canal — until, of course, 
they have to move their nomadic Iyyun Jewish center again. 

It’s an odd arrangement, even for a place that is known as the 
Institute for the Exploration of the Deeper Dimension of Torah. 
The post-industrial transience, reminiscent of a mid-1990s rave, 
however, can be described in simple capitalist terms. 

Instead of buying a temple in this time of ungodly prices-per- 
square-foot, the Pinsons have turned Torah study into what is 
known in the real-estate industry as a property tax-abating inter- 

The owner of Iyyun’s new home at 450 Union St. tried sever- 
al years ago to gain the necessary city approvals to demolish the 

former foundry and replace 

it with a seven-story condo 
building. Opponents to the 
residential redevelopment 
of the area successfully de- 
feated the proposal, and the 
building has sat dormant 
since. Now, plans are on 
hold until the city com- 
pletes a rezoning of the 
Gowanus Canal area, and 
Iyyun can be the owner’s 
spiritual sublet. 

The center’s last two 
homes, 155 Washington St. 
9 in DUMBO and 316 
Bergen St. in Boerum Hill, 
began their conversion (to condos) shortly after the Pinsons 
were given wandering orders. If all goes well for the Pinson’s 
landlord, it is likely that his Union Street plant will eventually 
become part of the Gowanus Village development that builder 
Shaya Boymelgreen has proposed for the area. 

The Rebbetzin thinks that this time they should have enough 
time to settle in and unroll their Torahs before moving again 
“They can’t tear down the building until zoning laws are 
changed so we are safe for the next few years,” said Pinson. 

She describes the group’s benefactors as “people who have 
space and want to have a Jewish presence there.” The rest of us 
know this group as the people who own buildings and hold onto 
them for years until local zoning laws, or the market changes. 
Then they build condos that most of us can’t afford. 

If you ask me, the whole thing would be far more kosher if, 
say, the Pinsons (and the rest of us) could afford a temple of our 
own, one that would be invulnerable to the whims of the mar- 
ket. Wouldn’t that be mystical? 

Ariella Cohen, a staff writer at The Brooklyn Paper, 
lives in Red Hook. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Fame: Rapper Talib Kweli has moved to Carroll Gardens. 
Listen for the CG shoutout this Sunday at the 10th Annual Black 
August Concert, in Times Square. ... The Department of 
Housing Preservation and Development was expected to 
bring a plan for three new residential buildings in the Colum- 
bia Street Waterfront District to Community Board 6 on 
Thursday, after The Stoop went to press. Residents of the low- 
rise nabe were preparing to give city officials an earful on al02- 
unit development proposed for 101 Baltic St., near Congress 
Street. “Most of the buildings here are two, three, or four stories 
high. This sounds like it will be too tall and dense for the neigh- 
borhood,” warned Mike Webster, a member of the Columbia 
Waterfront Neighborhood Association. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 



Parks advocates want to transform the run-down Thomas Greene playground on Douglass Street between Nevins Street and 
Third Avenue into a skateboard park — after Keyspan cleans it, that is. 

Cleaning the Gowanus area 


State, Keyspan 
ink toxic pact 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Keyspan has agreed to clean 
the contaminated muck below 
Thomas Greene Park, thanks 
to a new agreement between 
state environmental conserva- 
tion officials and the Brooklyn- 
born energy company. 

The Aug. 10 deal ends years 
of legal wrangling over the ex- 
tent of the environmental dam- 
ages done by fuel refineries that 
operated on the banks of the 
Gowanus Canal during the 19th 
and early 20th century, handing 
the 112-year-old company re- 
sponsibility for several tracts of 
contaminated land that had long 
been in dispute. 

In addition to removing can- 
cer-causing chemicals from the 
soil beneath the city-owned park 
between Douglass and Degraw 
streets, the Downtown-based 
company will also be required to 
remediate a former fuel-refining 
site on Second Avenue now oc- 
cupied by Pathmark and a 
Lowe’s hardware store. 

The cleanup is expected to 
take several years and will be 
followed by extensive study of 
soil conditions in the blocks of 
warehouses, homes and con- 
verted lofts that surround for- 
mer manufacturing sites. Karen 
Young, a spokeswoman for 
Keyspan, said the company 
would “work closely with the 
owners, local officials and the 
community” as it moves for- 
ward with the state-supervised 
cleanup. 

“Keyspan is one of the most 
experienced utilities in conduct- 
ing investigations and remedia- 
tion of former manufactured 
gas plants sites and will bring 
this expertise to these sites,” 
said Young. 

The buried toxins do not 


present an immediate danger to 
people who use these sites, ac- 
cording to state records. Typi- 
cally, the chemicals left by gas 
manufacturing are only danger- 
ous when inhaled or eaten — 
and at Thomas Greene Park, 
they are buried too far under- 
ground for that, experts said. 

Nonetheless, the detox is ea- 
gerly awaited in Gowanus, 
which could blossom into a res- 
idential neighborhood bridging 
posh Park Slope and Carroll 


Gardens if an expected city up- 
zoning goes ahead. 

“This cleanup is good and 
critically important, and we 
have been asking for it for 
years,” said Jo Anne Simon, a 
founder of Friends of Douglass- 
Greene Park. 

But while the remediation 
agreement is a sign of better 
days to come on both sides of 
the so-called Lavender Lake, it 
represents only two of a half- 
dozen cleanups along that canal 


that must be done before the 
area is safe for developers who 
have bought land in the area. 

In a statement last week, state 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation Commissioner 
Pete Grannis hinted at the big 
job still ahead 

“[The state] will continue to 
hold Keyspan and other utilities 
that have left behind this history 
of contamination accountable 
for the environmental impacts,” 
said Grannis. 


Rodeo gal: Fill park with bull 


i little 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Boerum Hill’s owi 
rodeo sweetheart wa 
bring her bulls to Prospect 
Park. 

Debbie Singleton — propri- 
etor of Debbie’s Reins and 
Things, an outpost for saddles, 
Stetsons and steel-toed boots — 
has asked the Parks Department 
to consider letting her hold a 
real live rodeo in the Olmsted 
and Vaux landmark. 

“You’d be surprised at the 
crowd it would get,” she said. 
“A lot of ladies like it, scholars, 
young people. Rodeos are per- 
fect for Brooklyn.” 

And she ain’t kidding, pard- 

Singleton led a three-day 
bronco-busting and barrel rac- 
ing event last weekend at Cedar 
Lane Stable in Howard Beach 
— home of the Federation of 
Black Cowboys. 

Singleton is a member of the 
federation, and an emissary to 
those city-slickers who don’t 
know their side-saddle from 
their front pocket. She believes 
a Prospect Park rodeo could 
help turn soft-handed spectators 



Debbie Singleton in front of Debbie': 
Reins, her Douglass Street store. 


into urban cowboys. 

“There is an audience for 
this,” she said. “A lot of people 
around here have homes upstate 
and are training their children to 

She should know. Singleton 
was born in South Carolina, 
but raised in Brooklyn. She 
spent the early years of her 


childhood in 
Crown Heights 
and later moved 
to an apartment 
near the Navy 
Yards in Fort 
Greene. Through- 
out all those 
years, she rode 
horses in Prospect 
Park. She says 
she knows plenty 
of other Kings 
County cow- 

A Parks Depart- 
ment spokesman 
confirmed that the 
agency has been 
talking to Single- 
ton about her pro- 
posal, though no- 
thing formal has been presented. 
Singleton said she felt the de- 
partment was taking her seri- 

Debb/e's Reins and Things 
(332 Douglass St., between 
Third Avenue and Nevins 
Street). For information, visit 
www.debbiesreinsandthings.com 
or call (718) 797-5288. 
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85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 

Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 

AMERICAN Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • 
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Over 30 Years in Business 
Featuring Home Delivery within Brooklyn 
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TEACHERS 

UNITE 


20% off printer cartridge refills 
with valid school ID* 
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224A Atlantic Av- 
(Near Court St) 


( 718 ) 554-1203 

.cartridgeworld.ee 
Mon. - Fri. 8:30am - 7pm, Sat. 1 
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GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 


A real street address, not a P.0. Box 
Package notification 
Full-service mail & package receiving 
Mail holding & forwarding 
Call-in Mailcheck 
E-mail notification 
Only $25/Month 


The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 
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139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 
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231 Bergen St.: 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths. 
Includes home-entertainment system 
with flat-screen TV's! $3,500,000 


(718) 596-3333 
See our listings: 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 

















T he competition is heating up 
for the chance to develop the 
new home for the Manhattan- 
based Dancespace Project — and 
Brooklyn favorite Carlton Brown is 
back in the game. 

The real estate that has developers 
salivating sits at the comer of Fulton 
Street and Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, a neighborhood the city 
plans to transform into a hub of cul- 
tural activity that will rival only Man- 
hattan’s Lincoln Center in cache. 

The home-base for Dancespace 
— to be capped by at least 150 
units of housing, many of them af- 
fordable, with a base of commercial retail space along Fulton 
Street — is the nucleus of the so-called BAM Cultural District. 

As of Thursday, Brown, a developer who has lived in Fort 
Greene and Bedford-Stuyvesant for a quarter-century, was elim- 
inated from the short-list. 

The city had whittled down the competitors to just three: 
David Walentas, the real-estate mogul who built and branded 
DUMBO; the Dermott Group, which is converting the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank building into luxury condos; and a 
mysterious European company called SEG. 

But, possibly prompted by a local outcry, Brown got back in 
the mix, and is now tentatively partnering with the development 
firm from across the pond. And that’s good. Not only has Brown 
lived in the neighborhood longer than many of its residents have 
been alive, he has kept close tabs on the needs of local stakeholders. 

Brown has incorporated into his proposal the desires of a 
group called the Concerned Citizens Coalition, which has fre- 
quently sparred with the city over a perceived lack of inclusion 
in the plans for the Cultural District, and has been partnering 
with the reputable Pratt 
Area Community Council, 
which advocates for afford- 
able housing. 

Brown’s firm, Full Spec- 
trum, is developing the 
green Trenton Town Center 
in New Jersey, 1400 on 
Fifth in Harlem (which the 
firm claims is the largest af- 
fordable green condomini- 
um building in the coun- 
try), and it co-developed 
the Solaire in Tribeca. 

“Carlton Brown is still 
in play,” confirmed Coun- 
cilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene). “They are making some adjustments to his 
proposal, and I anticipate a favorable outcome,” 

James supports Brown’s community-oriented ideas for the 
site. And, frankly, who wouldn’t? In a neighborhood whose sky- 
rocketing real-estate prices have pushed out long-time residents 
and altered the area’s very nature (and sapped much of what has 
historically made the neighborhood special), the community’s 
involvement in this crucial stage of development is essential. 

“We proposed taking the retail space and selling that to the 
Pratt Area Community Council at cost, so it could be used for a 
limited equity retail co-op,” said Brown. “We wanted businesses 
that are being squeezed out of the neighborhood by higher rents 
to have a place to stay. We wanted to make sure that stakehold- 
ers in the community maintained their status as stakeholders. 

“But I am hopeful that whomever the city selects recognizes 
the community interests,” added Brown, graciously. 

Neither Two Trees nor Dermott would comment. The city 
was similarly tight-lipped. But Seth Donlin, a spokesman for the 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development, did say 
the final decision would be announced in mid-September. 

Dana Rubinstein, a staff reporter for The Brooklyn Paper, lives in 
Crown Heights. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Ever wonder what it was like to live here during the Great 
Depression and World War II? Just ask the Vincent Sisters 
(aka Margaret and Joan Vincent), who’ve lived in the ’hood 
since time immemorial and are opening themselves up to ques- 
tions on Saturday at 2 pm at the Clinton Hill Art Gallery. Call 
(718) 852-0227 or (718) 857-0074. ... Lay off the doughnuts: 
Kids from the Ingersoll Houses trounced local police officers 
during a basketball game last Saturday at the Fleet Street bas- 
ketball courts, beating the men and women in blue, 92-68. 
Congrats! ... Pratt Area Community Council has a new 
Web site — woo hoo! Now, finding that upcoming homebuyer 
workshop will be both a breeze and aesthetically pleasing. 
Check it out at www.prattarea.org. ... Who said politics isn’t 
fashionable? The impresarios at Fulton Street’s Courtney 
Washington Studios are holding a fundraiser on Sept. 16 for 
Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-Flatbush), who is raising money for 
re-election. Beware — tickets will cost at least $100. Check out 
www.clarkeforcongress2008.com. 

E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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The slow-moving reconstruction of Fulton Street, seen near Clinton Avenue (above and below), has caused lots of headaches 
for residents and businesses in Clinton Hill. 


Repair work killing biz on street 


Liquors bistro 

Owner of area cafe to run 
Moroccan lounge at old site 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

If, as they say, hunger 
makes the best sauce, then the 
food at the new Moroccan 
tapas joint that will fill the old 
Liquors space should taste 
damn good. 

Nadir Khelifi, who owns 
Cafe Lafayette on S. Portland 
Street, is putting finishing touch- 
es on his new lounge and small- 
plate boite in the DeKalb Avenue 
spot that once housed Liquors, 
the bistro that sated Fort Greene 
stomachs with branch burritos, 
bellinis, and the fluffiest omelets 
this side of Lafayette Avenue. 

“Our neighborhood news 
something like this,” said Khelifi, 
who said he will open the restau- 
rant, between Adelphi Street and 
Clermont Street, in two months, 
when his full liquor license 
comes through. 

Liquors closed abruptly — and 


under very mysterious circum- 
stances — in 2006 after a six-year 
ran. Its owner Christian Dennery 
told The Stoop about “a sordid 
tale that speaks to the darkest 
shadows of entrepreneurship, civ- 
il court litigation, breach of trust, 
and the sociopath ‘nouveau riche’ 
elements.” 

The reputed skullduggery in- 
volved a feud with his landlord, 
lawsuits from both sides, and per- 
haps most importantly, an empty 
storefront in prime Fort Greene. 
Meanwhile, residents have had to 
make do with Lou-Lou for their 
French-inspired brunch needs. 

One such local is somewhat 
relieved to hear that some- 
thing’s filling the void. 

“New restaurants are always 
exciting,” said Andrew Simon, 
a one-time Liquors regular. 
“Though with Black Iris, Zay- 
toon’s, and Olea already in the 
neighborhood, a little more va- 
riety might be nice.” 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A city project that has 
turned 10 blocks of the once- 
bustling two-way Fulton 
Street into a one-way obstacle 
course and a pox on local 
business will last months 
longer than expected. 

The $8 .5-million reconstruc- 
tion of the street, which the city 
began in July, 2006, and ex- 
pected to complete by next 
spring, will now stretch into 
next summer, said Matthew 
Monaghan, a spokesman for the 
Department of Design and 
Construction, which is oversee- 
ing the project. 

“We had some issues with 
Con Ed — some utilities were 
not where we anticipated find- 


“If you’re going toward Bed- 
Stuy, you’re not passing by my 
store any more,” said Widdi. 
“It’s affected my business by at 
least 15 or 20 percent. Every- 
one’s feeling it.” 

But Dale Charles, a spokes- 
woman for Pratt Area Commu- 
nity Council, said it could have 
been much worse. 

“I had the city come out to 
give the merchants a heads-up 
about what they need to do on 
the marketing end, and it seems 
to have worked,” said Charles. 
“I haven’t had too many com- 
plaints. Usually, I get bogged 
down with complaints.” 

The local anger is reminis- 
cent of what happened during a 
similar reconstruction project 
on Fort Hamilton Parkway in 
Bay Ridge. That “one-year” 
project took 18 months. 


ing them,” said Monaghan, del- 
icately. The result, he said, is 
that the project is two months 
behind schedule. 

The news has Fulton Street 
merchants grumbling. 

“Well, of course I’m disap- 
pointed,” said a stylist named Mr. 
Don, who works at Hair Players 
2000, between Waverly and 
Washington avenues. “They said 
it would be done by next winter. 

“This project has taken away 
at least 30 percent of our busi- 


ness,” added Don. 

way now, so you only 
get that one eye of 
traffic, and . . . there’s 
nowhere to park.” 

The project, which 
stretches between 
Clinton and Bedford avenues, is 
intended to repair water mains, 
upgrade the sewer system, and 
install new street lighting and 
traffic signals. The short-term 
repercussions, however, have 
been severe. For the duration of 
the project, the city has closed 
off half of the street, and rerout- 
ed buses off Fulton Street. 

Rocky Widdi, the manager 
of Met Food supermarket, be- 
tween St. James and Cambridge 
places, said the construction has 
definitely taken its toll. 


is going tapas 


BREAKING CHEWS: The old Liquors restaurant on DeKalb 
Avenue will soon reopen as a Moroccan-themed tapas 
lounge, its owner confirmed to The Stoop. 
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Lunch Specials Starting at $5. 95 
Monday - Friday 
PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE 
FREE DELIVERY 
OPEN 24 HOURS FRI & SAT 

(718) 596-5900 


ORGANIC Coloring & Perms 
Open Tues. to Sat. 10 am - 7 pm 

(718) 834-1934 





Pineapple Walk 

Brooklyn Heights 


A new resident gets rude 
welcome to neighborhood 


POLICE BLOTTER 


A woman was robbed of a 
$15,000 diamond necklace 
while moving into her new 
condo in a posh DUMBO 
tower on the comer of Jay and 
Front streets. 

The jewel heist occurred on 
July 28, when the new resident 
of the J Condo called in a 
handyman to repair a clogged 
bathroom sink, police said. The 
woman told cops that she had 
left a two-carat gold-and-dia- 
mond chain next to the broken 
sink and left the room while the 
building’s handyman fixed the 
problem. 

She returned to find water 
flowing fine, and her chain 
gone. 

Park play 

A 15-year-old boy was 
robbed of his cellphone in a 
park at the comer of Jay and 
Tillary streets on Aug. 14, po- 
lice said. 

The boy was hanging out in 
the park at 3 pm when two 18- 
year-old approached. One yanked 
the younger kid’s phone from 
his hand while the other 
punched him in the face. 

The pair took off running be- 
fore their victim could get out a 
ring of protest. He told cops 
that he last saw them running 
into the Jay Street subway sta- 

Moneyless train 

A middle-aged man was 
robbed of his empty wallet out- 
side the entrance to subway at 
the comer of Schermerhom and 
Hoyt streets on Aug. 16. 

The 43-year-old was enter- 
ing the train station at around 
8:45 pm when two guys he had 
never seen before approached 

“Give us all the money,” one 
of the strangers said. 

When the man hesitated, the 
robber reminded him to move 



“quickly.” With that instruction, 
the victim gave up his empty 
wallet, and his tormentors fled. 
Neither his wallet, nor the men 
who stole it have been found. 

Running down 

A man was accosted by a 
robber on the comer of Adantic 
and Fourth avenues on Aug. 16, 
but ended up not losing any 
cash, police said. 

The man was exiting the At- 
lantic Avenue subway station 
when his attacker approached 
from behind and told him, “Run 
your pockets.” 

While he stood there trying 
to make sense of what was be- 
ing asked of him, another man 
pushed him against a wall. To 
make the situation more con- 
fusing, the first man told his ac- 
complice not to punch their vic- 
tim just before the partner 
delivered a knuckle sandwich 
to the bewildered prey. 

The wannabe muggers ran 
off without scoring a penny 
from the man, who was left 
with a swollen face. 

Jewel thief 

A burglar stole thousands of 
dollars in jewelry and cash after 
breaking into a Dean Street 
apartment on Aug. 18. 

The thief broke into the 
apartment, which is near Third 
Avenue, by prying open a win- 
dow. He got away with a gold 
ring, two necklaces, and $700 
in cash, police said. 

Nuts 

A clerk at a Fourth Avenue 
donut shop was held up on 
Aug. 15 for a sum of money 
equal to the cost of eight glazed 
cruellers. 

The robber marched into the 
donut shop, which is near At- 
lantic Avenue, at around 5 pm. 
Brandishing a knife, he de- 
manded money, but got only $4 
in the cake-brained heist. 

Fruit fly 

A woman got her purse 
filched while buying a piece of 
fruit at a farmer’s market on 
Boerum Place on Aug. 14 at 
10:20 am, police said. 

The bag was stolen from the 
back of a stroller, where the 
woman had put it while she 
paid for her snack at the popu- 
lar market, which is at Atlantic 
Avenue. She said the purse was 
only there for a matter of sec- 
onds before it was nabbed. 

The thief got away with $95 
in cash and assorted credit 


Laptop removed 

A 3 1-year-old female learned 
that “size matters” on Aug. 7 
when a long-armed thief pushed 
in the screen on her bedroom 
window and slipped a slim lap- 
top between the window bars, 
police said. 

Police report there are no 
leads on the whereabouts of the 
thin computer, which was 
stolen from the Henry Street 
apartment, near Pacific Street. 
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Caught 

Police caught a man trying to 
escape Red Hook after burglar- 
izing a mini-market on Lorraine 
Street between Columbia and 
Hicks streets on Aug. 18. 

Officer Alfredo Brewster 
caught the man at 3:45 am, just 
minutes after he left the market 
with hundreds of dollars in ran- 
dom stolen goods, police said. 

The hood had taken several 
bottles of Zima, a six-pack of 
Bitburger beer, three pairs of 
size-9 boots, two drills, a few 
power adaptors, and a stereo 
amplifier. 

Rip-off artist 

A pair of hoods pretending to 
be art enthusiasts nabbed a 
purse from a design and cloth- 
ing gallery on Columbia Street 

I Aug. 12, police: " 


The h 




gallery, which is near Degraw 
Street, at around 3:30 pm and 
asked the clerk about the art on 
display. 

One member of the team — 
a woman — continued to 
query the clerk while her part- 
ner strolled around the shop. 

The clerk said she suspected 
something was up when the 
two abrupdy left without buy- 
ing any of the art they had been 
interested in. 

The pair was long gone by 
the time she noticed her wallet 
was missing. They got away 
with $45 , a credit card and a sil- 
ver and ruby ring. 

The good son 

A man lost his backpack in 
Long Island College Hospital 
on Aug. 17, police said 

The man had left the bag in a 
hospital room while he walked 


his mother to surgery at around 
7:45 pm. 

An officer warned hospital 
visitors to not let their belong- 
ing out of view because “this 
stuff happens.” 

Pool heist 

A woman lost $1 ,400 worth 
of designer goods to a locker- 
room heist at the Red Hook 
Pool on Aug. 15, cops said. 

The posh pool-goer locked 
up a $500 Prada backpack con- 
taining a pair of $500 sunglass- 
es, a $100 wallet containing 
$200 in cash and a $100 cell- 
phone before taking a dip at 
around 3:30 pm, police said. 
When she returned to her lock- 
er, the lock was busted and her 
belongings were gone. 

Signs all over the public pool 
warn guests against stowing 
valuables in the dinky, metal 
lockers. 


88th Precinct 


IRS attack 

A woman with an infant and 
an apparent grudge against the 
Internal Revenue Service tried 
to sneak a 25-caliber automatic 
weapon into the Fulton-Street 
IRS building by wrapping it in 
a diaper and then sending it 
through the X-ray machine in a 
diaper bag on Aug. 14, said 

At 9:45 am, an eagle-eyed 
security guard at the building, 
between Rockwell Place and 
Hudson Avenue, spotted the 
outline of the gun within the di- 
aper as it passed through the 
machine and called the cops, 
who arrested the gun-toting 31- 
year-old woman. They charged 
her with criminal possession of 
a weapon. 

Crazy violence 

A 30-year-old woman with a 
history of mental illness al- 


legedly stabbed another woman 
in the face and arm inside the 
victim’s Adelphi Street apart- 

Police say the assailant 
stabbed the 44-year-old victim 
during an argument inside the 
apartment at Myrtle Avenue at 
around 9:30 am. 

Cops arrested the woman at 
the scene and charged her with 
felony assault. 

iPod recovered 

A 28-year-old man was ar- 
rested for stealing an iPod from 
a 19-year-old woman on Aug. 
14, cops said. 

The Ozone Park-based rob- 
ber surprised the victim, also 
from Ozone Park, as she was 
exiting the Lafayette Avenue 
A-train station at 5:40 pm. 

The police found the suspect 
in the vicinity of the crime and 
still in possession of the $300 
digital music player. 

Bad egg 

Cops nabbed a graffiti artist 
after a neighbor spotted him 
spray-painting the letters “YOL” 
on the side of a building on 
Aug. 15. 

The 35-year-old woman who 
called the cops said she spotted 
the 24-year-old suspect on the 
roof of a Myrtle Avenue build- 
ing at 2:25 am as he was defac- 
ing the wall, which is between 
Park and Flushing avenues. 
When the cops arrived to arrest 
him, he tried to escape, but was 
tackled to the ground. 

He was charged with crimi- 
nal mischief. 

He later told cops he’d been 
trying to paint the word 
“YOLK.” 

Stolen Apple 

A fancy laptop was stolen 
from a Washington Avenue 
apartment on Wednesday, even 
though the 33-year-old tenant 
See COPS on page 4B 


If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 

You Don't Need It! 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 

• 27,000 sq.ft. • Home Center • Licensed Locksmith 

Superstore • Paint • Lumber Cut-to-size 


A SID'S HARDWARE 

Nnjartlirt 345 Jay Street 

MvOftf' (Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

_ Downtown Brooklyn 

(718) 875-2259 

■mi >Mkr ■ ■ imp Open 7 Days -- We Deliver 


SAVE 
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The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


✓ ACD Voucher Accepted 

. V Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 

✓ Enrichment Programs 


V Fully Air Conditioned 

V Indoor Gym 

V Inclusion Program 

V Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

V Reading Readiness 

V Safe and Nurturing environment 

V Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 

FIRST CLASS DAY CARE 

167 Clermont Avenue 
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


Have you seen us lately? 



» Eye Exams 

* Designer Frames 
» Contact Lenses 

* Children's Frames 
» Sunglasses 

» Sports Glasses 


Heights Vision Center 

132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149 

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 
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ICG • CUSTARD • HAPPINESS 

Together, they make Rita's one of America's 
fastest-growing franchises, a 

Top 25 Fronchise High PerPormer*, 

and the leader in the Italian Ice category. 

To Pind out more, attend a very cool FREE seminar: 


- UUEDNESDAV, SEPTEmBER 5, 2007 @ 7:30 Pm - 

marriobb NV ab bhe Brooklyn Bridge 
333 Adorns Sbreeb, Brooklyn, NV 11201 


TO REGISTER TODflV VISIT: 

UJUJlJU.RITflSICE.com 

or coll 1 -800-677-RITA 



*The Wall Street Journal Online (Startup Journal) 

© 2007 Rita’s Water Ice Franchise Company, LLC. All rights reserved. 1210 
Northbrook Drive, Suite 310, Trevose, PA 19053. This advertisement is not an 
offering. An offering can only be made by a prospectus filed first with the Department 
of Law of the State of New York or other applicable states as may be required. Such 
filing does not constitute approval by the Department of Law. AIN BF46322 


August 25, 2007 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • ( 718 ) 834-9350 


DT2 4B (N ewspaper^ 





PART 


e l 

Smashup 

At least three cars were involved in an 8 am accident on 
Court Street near Degraw Street on Wednesday morning. 
Lots offenders were bent, but no humans were hurt (though 
a neighborhood dog was killed). The crash also knocked 
over the community bulletin board in front of D'Amico's cafe. 
Frank D'Amico told The Brooklyn Paper that the board will 
"probably" be replaced. 
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Good at any location. 


The 'sub moron' to have day in court 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The dean of marine mischief 
is going to court. 

Carroll Gardens artist Duke 
Riley — who set off city terror 
alerts earlier this month when he 
floated a homemade submarine 
too close to a luxury cruise lin- 
er— will appear before a New 
York State Supreme Court judge 
Tuesday in what is likely to be a 
short and somewhat absurd hear- 
ing. 


As of press time, Riley (left) 
wasn’t sure how he would plead to 
NYPD charges of reckless opera- 
tion and towing of his egg-shaped, 
propeller-less, plywood replica of 
the Revolutionary War-era subma- 
rine, the ‘Tuttle” 

“I don’t know anyone who has 
been in this situation before, not 
even my lawyer,” the history buff 
and former tattoo artist told The 
Brooklyn Paper. Riley, who was 
also slapped with Coast Guard cita- 
tions for having an unsafe vessel 
and violating the security zone of 


the Queen Mary 2, declined to say 
much about his defense as he and 
his lawyer haven’t gotten around to 
hashing that out yet. 

Upon pressing, Riley admitted 
that he had kept flares, emer- 
gency horns and life jackets with 
him on in the homemade sub, 
which was equipped with pumps 
and ballasted with chunks of 

He said that his preparation for 
the worst should help in court. 

“I’ve been doing projects on 
the river a long time,” he said. “A 


lot of thought went into this.” 
Hours after the stunt set off a 
red alert that brought a flotilla of 
federal and local security agents, 
news reporters and art dealers to 
the Red Hook pier, it was de- 
scribed by Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly as “marine mischief.” 
Even after it was clear that no 
harm was done by Riley — who 
was ridiculed by TV newscasters 
and the daily tabloids as a “sub 
moron,” and a “stooge,” — the 
commissroner declined to ask the 
DA to drop the charges. 
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r : $ 174 . 00 ,™™ 

Valid College ID Required 


191 15TH ST. BROOKLYN 


T:718.965.6200 
OPEN 24HRS 


www.harborfitness.com 


T:718.238.9400 
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Address: 


Phone: 


Exp. Date: 
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valid driver’s license. Not valid if free trial has been 
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9215 4TH AVE. BROOKLYN 
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New toilet 
saves water, 
planet 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Margarita drinkers with small bladders needn’t fret about wast- 
ing water at Habana Outpost any longer. As of this Saturday, the 
eco-eatery’s two porcelain gods will run on recycled rainwater. 

The new system collects rain on the restaurant’s roof and then 
stores it in cisterns until it is eventually flushed, said Lori Gibbs, the 
director of Urban Studio Brooklyn, which collaborated with the 
Outpost on the project. 

“We’re also going to have a sink in one of the bathroom stalls, so 
when you wash your hands, the dirty water will go into a planter, the 
plants will break down the dirty water, and then it will feed directly 
into the toilet,” added Gibbs. 

Eight students in graduate and under-graduate architecture pro- 
grams throughout the city joined the Studio to design the environ- 
mentally friendly water closets. Gibbs claims the eco-toilets will 
save an estimated 15,000 gallons of water a week. 

“There’s such a limited amount of water and it gets wasted,” said 
Sean Meenan, owner of the Outpost, a Latin-inspired eatery-cum- 
bazaar on Fulton Street that also boasts a solar-powered chandelier, 
recycled plastic tables and a blender that’s hooked up to an exercise 

“We were trying to figure out a way to save water and be softly 
didactic about it,” Meenan said. 

The unveiling of the eco-friendly toilets will take place at the Out- 
post (757 Fulton St., at S. Portland Avenue, in Fort Greene) on Satur- 
day, Aug. 25, at 5 pm. For information, e-mail lori@ecoeatery.com. 


COPS... 

Continued from page 4 
said she was only gone for 30 
minutes on Aug. 15. 

The thief had broken into the 
apartment, which is at Gates Av- 
enue, at around 7:30 am, netting 
a Mac titanium laptop. Cops can- 
vassed neighboring apartments, 
but made no arrests. 

Target employee 

Police charged an employee 
of the Atlantic Terminal Target 
store with stealing $1,200 
worth of gift cards on Aug. 14. 

Witnesses say they observed 
the 18-year-old woman pocket- 
ing the cards, and police 
charged her with grand larceny. 

Putnam putz 

A hapless, but violent, thief 
pistol-whipped a middle-aged 
man over the head and stole 
$165 from him in a horrifying 
beating on Aug. 17 — but the 
perp was later arrested, cops 

The 52-year-old victim was 
at the comer of Fulton Street 
and St. James Place at around 
3:40 am when the 19-year-old 
suspect allegedly approached, 
pulled out the gun and 
screamed, “Give me your [ex- 
pletive] money!” before taking 
it for himself. 

He then fled to the roof of a 
Putnam Avenue building, be- 
tween Downing Street and 
Grand Avenue, where cops 
were able to collar him with the 
money still on him. 

The gun was not found, so 
the teen was charged only with 
robbery, cops said. 

Fashion victim 

Clipping a cellphone onto 
your belt isn’t just a fashion 
faux-pas — it’s also dangerous. 

That’s what a 17-year-old 
Bronx resident discovered on 
Aug. 17 when he fell asleep on 
a Brooklyn-bound 4-train. 

The teen awoke at 7 am at 
the Atlantic Avenue station to 
find someone has snagged the 
clip-on phone. 

Road rage 

A man followed another man 
to his Quincy Street workplace 
after an Aug. 16 traffic altercation 
and stabbed him in his right thigh 
all the way to his bone, piercing 
his femur, said cops. 

The 43-year-old victim was 
on his way to work, between 
Classon Avenue and Downing 
Street, at around 4 pm when the 
assailant, who looked to be 
about 30 years old and 5-foot- 
10, stabbed him. 

Hot wheels 

An early morning thief 
showed a Queens man some 
Brooklyn hospitality on Aug. 12, 
nabbing his yellow motorcycle 
from a parking spot at Waverly 
and Lafayette avenues. 

The 40-year-old bike-owner 
returned to the spot at 8:50 am 
and discovered that his 2002 
Honda CBR was gone. 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


Brown Memorial 
Baptist Church 

484 Washington Ave., Ft Greene 
Sunday School 9:15am 
Morning Worship 8:00am & 1 1 :00am 
Wed. Bible Study 1:00pm & 7:15pm 

718 - 638-6121 




Cong. B’nai Jacob 

Park Slope Synagogue 
9th Str. btw 6th & 7th Ave. 

718-832-1266 

/ices: 7:15 Morning Minyan 


CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www.parkslopeshul.org 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 


Brooklyn 
|ii|nj^|j^ Synagogue 

131 Remsen St. ■ 718-522-2070 
office@bhsbrooklyn.org 

id Jewishly 
je community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 
the world and each other. 
Please join us! 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 


Candle 

Lighting 



Shabbat Kiteitzei 

Fri., Aug. 24, before 7:24 pm 

Shabbat Ki Tavo 

Fri., Aug. 31, before 7:13 pm 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

Fri. nights at 7:30 pm 
Sat. mornings at 10:00 am 


Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservation Synagogue 


768-1453 


>■ 

St. John-St. Matthew-Emanuel 
Lutheran Church Park Slope 
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Rubber band 
man fights on 


r he invasion of the rubber 
bands continues unabated in 
Park Slope. 

Faithful readers of The Brooklyn 
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Fat man walking 



She also told me that the manager of the post office on Ninth 
Street between Fourth and Fifth avenues had told all her carriers 
to stop dropping the bands all over the place. 

Still, the bands keep showing up. 

So my daughter and I gathered up a few dozen rubber bands 
— • two day’s droppings, by the way — and took them to the 
post office last week. My goal was to show the manager the 
clear evidence that the letter carriers were still litter couriers. 

She could not have cared less. 

Now, here’s the part of the column where the writer typically 
launches into a bitter tirade against postal workers and die poor 
service they provide. This is where the writer might also remind 
his readers about that guy who went ballistic in the Kensington 
post office earlier this year after being treated rudely by the staff 
(if you aren’t one of the 57,000 people who’ve watched his out- 
burst on YouTube, check it 
out at http://www.youtube 
.com/watch?v=CdrqLrd- 
YArO). 

I know how that guy felt 
— and if my daughter had- 
n’t been there, I might be 
starring in a YouTube video 

The insensitivity started 
with the first clerk. 

“Can I speak to the man- 
ager?” I asked politely. 

“What’s this about?” the 
clerk said, a little too harsh- 
ly for my taste . 

I explained that it was 
about “the rubber bands.” Eventually, the manager showed up. I 
slipped my card under the bullet-proof glass, but she refused to 
take it. I asked her to take it, but she refused again. I explained 
that I was the guy who wrote the column in The Brooklyn Paper 
and that the problem was continuing. 

“What do you want me to do about it?” she asked in a tone 
that suggested that she intended to do exactly nothing. 

For starters, I told her I expected her to take the few dozen 
bands that I had on me. She refused, so I shoved them under the 
glass and walked out before I could turn into that nut (I mean 
sensible postal customer) in Kensington. 

But the problem has not been solved. So stay tuned (or check 
YouTube in a few weeks. You might find me there). 

Cersh Kuntzman, who lives in Park Slope, 
is the editor of The Brooklyn Paper. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

They laid down a new coat of paint at the 78th Precinct this 
week and already, locals are pleased. It’s true, nothing says “Feel 
welcome to report your stolen Honda Civic” like a fresh coat of 
Benjamin Moore latex eggshell white. ... Good news, bad 
news: We hear that one of the men whose lockers were broken 
into at the YMCA last week was none other than legendary 
Times magazine writer Edward Lewine. The bad news is that 
thieves got $6. The good news is that the Y compensated 
Lewine with a few free months added to his membership. ... Of 
the 17 people picked by the mayor, the governor, and the leaders 
of the state Senate, Assembly and City Council, two are friends 
of The Brooklyn Paper. Congrats to our subway-scrutinizing pal 
Gene Russianaff of NYPIRG and our Sunset Park amiga Eliz- 
abeth Yeampierre, who runs UPROSE, Brooklyn’s oldest 
Latino community-based organization. Now if only these two 
Brooklynites can sway the rest of the hacks on the panel. ... 
Sixth Avenue between Bergen and Dean streets was co-named 
for late police officer William Rivera on Wednesday. Rivera, 
who served in the 78th Precinct, died in 2004 after falling 
down a fire escape while chasing a burglary suspect. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



P’Parkgets more 
car-free hours 


Drivers can expect to 
Mayor Bloomberg has 
Prospect Park. 


signs like this n 
cpanded car-free hours ii 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Bloomberg Administration 
has shifted gears, and decided to 
expand car-free hours in Prospect 
Park. 

One week after anti-car activists 
blasted the mayor for increasing 
car-free hours in Central Park, yet 
maintaining the existing biker- 
friendly hours in Prospect Park, the 
city announced that the East Drive 
would now be entirely closed to 
traffic on weekdays from 5-7 pm. 

The change will “create new op- 
portunities for children and families 
to enjoy the Prospect Park drive on 
weekday afternoons,” said Depart- 
ment of Transportation Commis- 
sioner Janette Sadik-Khan. “Our 
goal is to let the park be a park as 
much of the time as possible.” 

Naturally, bicycling advocates 
hailed the move — but just as pre- 
dictably said it did not go far 
enough. 

“For an extra two hours each 
weekday, Brooklynites will breathe 


easier as they walk, job, bicycle and 
recreate in Prospect Park,” said 
Paul Steely White, executive direc- 
tor of Transportation Alternatives . 

But Steely White was quick to 
demand more, pointing out that his 
group is still calling for the entire 
loop in Prospect Park to be ren- 
dered car-free. A 2006 study by the 
group found that four out of five 
park users would use the park more 
often if they did not have to com- 
pete with autos. (The fifth person 
may be a dentist.) 

The mayoral U-turn took Bor- 
ough President Markowitz by sur- 
prise. Last week, he told the New 
York Daily News that expanding 
car-free hours in Prospect Park 
would push more traffic onto sur- 
rounding roads. 

“Further limiting hours [to cars] 
would result in unacceptable traffic 
backup,” he said then. 

Markowitz did not return an e- 
mail seeking comment for this sto- 


ar-free hours will kick 
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Rodeo gal: Fill the park with bull 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Gowanus’s own little rodeo 
sweetheart wants to bring her 
bulls to Prospect Park. 

Debbie Singleton — propri- 
etor of Debbie’s Reins and 
Things, an outpost for saddles. 
Stetsons and steel-toed boots — 
has asked the Parks Department 
to consider letting her hold a 
real live rodeo in the Olmsted 
and Vaux landmark. 

“You’d be surprised at the 
crowd it would get,” she said. 
“A lot of ladies like it, scholars, 
young people. Rodeos are per- 
fect for Brooklyn.” 

And she ain’t kidding, pard- 

Singleton led a three-day 
bronco-busting and barrel rac- 
ing event last weekend at Cedar 
Lane Stable in Howard Beach 
— home of the Federation of 
Black Cowboys. 

Singleton is a member of the 
federation, and an emissary to 
those city-slickers who don’t 



know their side-saddle from 
their front pocket. She believes 
a Prospect Park rodeo could 


help turn soft-handed spectators 
into urban cowboys. 

“There is an audience for 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Keyspan has agreed to clean 
the contaminated muck below 
Thomas Greene Park, thanks to 
a new agreement between state 
environmental conservation of- 
ficials and the Brooklyn-born 
energy company. 

The Aug. 10 deal ends years 
of legal wrangling over the ex- 
tent of the environmental dam- 
ages done by fuel refineries that 
operated on the banks of the 


Gowanus Canal during the 19th 
and early 20th century, handing 
the 112-year-old company re- 
sponsibility for several tracts of 
contaminated land that had long 
been in dispute. 

In addition to removing can- 
cer-causing chemicals from the 
soil beneath the city-owned park 
between Douglass and Degraw 
streets, the Downtown-based 
company will also be required to 
remediate a former fuel-refining 
site on Second Avenue now occu- 
pied by Pathmark and Lowe’s. 


The buried toxins do not 
present an immediate danger to 
people who use these sites, ac- 
cording to state records. Typi- 
cally, the chemicals left by gas 
manufacturing are only danger- 
ous when inhaled or eaten — 
and at Thomas Greene Park, 
they are buried too far under- 
ground for that, experts said. 

Nonetheless, the detox is ea- 
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this,” she said. “A lot of people 
around here have homes upstate 
and are training their children to 

She should know. Singleton 
was bom in South Carolina, 
but raised in Brooklyn. She 
spent the early years of her 
childhood in Crown Heights 
and later moved to an apart- 
ment near the Navy Yards in 
Fort Greene. Throughout all 
those years, she rode horses in 
t Prospect Park. She says she 
| knows plenty of other Kings 
-g County cowpokes. 

| A Parks Department spokes- 
« man confirmed that the agency 
£ has been talking to Singleton 
1 3 about her proposal, though 
nothing formal has been pre- 
sented. Singleton said she felt 
the department was taking her 

Debbie's Reins and Thing (332 
Douglass St., between Third Av- 
enue and Nevins Street). For infor- 
mation, call (718) 797-5288 or visit 
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ROLLING PRESS 

Brochures 

an environmentally-friendly 
boutique print house 

Postcards 
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Magazines 
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Marketing 
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gerly awaited in Gowanus, 
which could blossom into a res- 
idential neighborhood bridging 
posh Park Slope and Carroll 
Gardens if an expected city up- 
zoning goes ahead. 

“This cleanup is critically im- 
portant, and we have been asking 
for it for years,” said Jo Anne Si- 
mon, a founder of Friends of 
Douglass-Greene Park. 
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Bed / Bath / Laundry 
Cooking & Cleaning 
Carpets & Rugs 
Shelves /Storage /Closet 
1 Clocks & Mirrors 


Carpets & Doormats 
Pens & Markers Toaster Ovens 

Dry-Erase Boards Extension Cords 

Calculators Flashlights 

Hooks & Hangers Tool Kits 

Coffee Makers 
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85 Court Street m 

Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 

AMERICAN Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • EH# 

HOUSEWARES 


^riUUHWAKtt Featuring Home Delivery within Brooklyn 


9th Street Optical 
and Vision Center 


SPECIALISTS ON STAFF: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 

•Comprehensive Eye Exams 
• Prescriptions Filled 
•Contact Lenses 

•Glaucoma and Cataract Testing and Treatment 
• Laser Vision Consultation 
• Newest Diagnostic Equipment 
•Full Diabetic Eyecare 

Most Medical Insurance Accepted 

Union Plans • Medicaid • Medicare 
Discounts for Senior Citizens 

Free medical transportation provided to those who carry 
Medicaid and Medicare 
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Gucci • Prada • Dior • Jai Kudo • and more 

v J 1 

Open Monday - Saturday 



Complete pair of 
progressive (no-line) 
bifocals 

Frame & lenses: $99*95 


(718) 965-2545 

332 9th St. (Between 5th & 6th Aves.) 
Park Slope 
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HOTEL 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead Bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 

^ Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel; (718) 368-3334 


Horrifying mugging near 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A woman was carried into 
an alley and beaten by two 
thugs on a busy stretch of 
Ninth Street late on Aug. 18. 

The 20-year-old victim told 
cops that she had left the 
YMCA, which is between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, at just be- 
fore midnight when she was set 
upon by two men, whom she 
described as 18-year-olds. 

One of the men grabbed her 
from behind while the other 



ics, including two laptops and 
an iPod. 

• A thief impersonating a 
Housing Authority exterminator 
tricked a resident of the Wyck- 
off Houses into letting him into 
her apartment on Aug. 17 . 

The thug didn’t steal any- 


thing, but used an unidentified 
weapon to injure the 45-year- 
old woman. 

Cops are looking for a 6- 
foot, 200-pound black man 
with brown eyes, black hair, 
close cut hair and “blotchy” 


Farm aid 

A thief took advantage of the 
situation on Aug. 18, taking a 
woman’s handbag after she set 
it down on the ground to shop 
at the farmer’s market in Grand 
Army Plaza. 

The Sixth Avenue woman 
told cops that she put the bag 
down at around 1 pm and lost a 
cellphone, her wallet, various 
ID cards and the handbag itself. 

Gave it up 

A trio of hoods mugged a 
man on 13th Street after sur- 





YMCA 


Park Slope streets last week. 
Here’s a round-up (no pun in- 
tended): 

• A 10th Street man parked 
his 1995 Acura near his home, 
between Fifth and Sixth av- 
enues on Aug. 6 at around 4 
pm. When he went to move it a 
week later, it was gone. 

• On the same block, a 
woman parked her 1997 Dodge 
Caravan on Aug. 12 at around 
11:30 pm. When she returned to 
it just six hours later, it was 
gone. 
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\ ity Hall has unleashed teams 

_ of inspectors in Cushmen 
rs with a mission to im- 
prove the quality of life. 

But exactly whose life will actu- 
ally be improved isn’t so clear. 

The plan is ambitious. Mayor 
Bloomberg says the three-wheeled 
scooters will hit every block at least 
once a month to report on those 
pesky annoyances of city life (see 
news story, page 14). 

But up high on this columnist’s 
list of pesky annoyances happens to 
be those three-wheeled scooters. 

They don’t go fast, they clog up roads, and there are about a 
gazillion little scooters already employed by Traffic Enforce- 
ment officers wreaking havoc on residents. 

In fact, the idea of more scooters continuously racing around 
the streets of Bay Ridge sounds more like an Orwellian night- 
mare than a kind-hearted blessing from the mayor. 

Known as Street Conditions Observation Unit Teams (or 
SCOUT), the inspectors are already patrolling our community 
with handheld satellite-aided devices to transmit reports on litter, 
potholes, graffiti, and other quality-of-life problems directly into 
the 311 system. 

You know, just in case the local cops, the fleet of traffic en- 
forcement agents, the next-door neighbor who has 311 on her 
speed dial, and the seven cameras per city block miss some- 

Simply put: residents have enough units observing us and 
don’t need more scooters. 

But pols seem to believe there can never be enough sets of 
eyes, and wheels, even if residents already feel overexposed. 

“SCOUT [will] improve 
the quality of life through- 
out this community,” said 
Councilman Vince Gentile 
(D-Bay Ridge). The May- 
or, who dreamed up this 
scheme, agreed: “This new 
team will bring an extra set 
of eyes to our city streets. 
Whenever I’m driving 
through the city and I see a 
pothole or garbage on the 
street, I’ll pick up the phone 
and report the problem to 
311, now we’ll deploy a 
team of veteran city work- 

Great, but this sudden urgency for this new bureaucracy is 
questionable. 

The mayor’s office found city si 
ing high, with 94.3 percent of stree 
2007. 

In other words, streets are already historically clean, so then 
what exactly is the purpose of this new scooter patrol, anyway? 

Some residents had their own ideas. 

“Not one person I know wants more of these government 
scooters on the road,” said scooter-weary resident Phil Millard. 
“Only the politicians love these kinds of programs, but maybe at 
least at the end of the day, there really will be less trash and 
cleaner roads.” 

Yellow Hooker isn’t holding his breath, but he does have 
some ideas of his own. 

If there are any politicians sincerely interested in improving 
the quality of this columnist’s life, then the goal shouldn’t be 
more government scooters, but less. 

Not to mention the fact that I could fill this entire paper with 
some real quality-of-life suggestions. Here’s one: how about 
buying flags to stick on the top of fire hydrants so that car own- 
ers won’t have to leave so much space on either side of the 
pump? With the flags, firemen will have an easier time finding 
the hydrants, and we can all get a few more empty spaces per 
block. 

Yeah, it would look weird, but talk about improving the qual- 
ity of life! 

Matthew Lysiak is a writer who lives in Bay Ridge. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Congrats to Ridge residents Mary Luo and David Kang, 
who tied the knot last Saturday with a unique celebration that 
skillfully combined Asian and American traditions and cuisines. 
While The Sink is glad Dave got himself a first-class wife, we 
have to admit that we fear our columnist has lost a babysitter. 
Burning garbage can fires have appeared more prevalent 
this summer than any time in recent memory, at least according 
to one source, who says kids have been setting fires to the 
garbage near Owls Head Park. at Colonial Avenue near 67th 
Street. The source wants to remind residents that if you spot a 
can of flaming fire report it to the authorities. Here’s a group that 
doesn’t mind saying, “We told you so!” Bay Ridge Neigh- 
bors for Peace are planning a rally against Rep. Vito Fos- 
sella (R-Bay Ridge) for his support of the War in Iraq — which 
is in its fifth year and going pretty badly. A Dunkin Donut in- 
spector recently contacted Chock Full of Nuts, located on 
Third Avenue near 79th Street, to speak with the owner about 
the scandal, broken in these pages, that the rogue Chock Full 
was buying day-old donuts from Dunkin and then reselling 
them. Thankfully, the java spot is now under new ownership and 
the reviews thus far have been thumbs-up. A car garage on 
18th Avenue, between 87th and 88th Streets, just sold for $3 
million. The 11 ,000-square-foot lot will be combined with other, 
previously purchased, adjoining properties, according to 
Massey Knakal Realty Services, the broker on the deal. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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Construction work on the Verrazano Bridge is on track to finish up six months ahead of schedule. 

Verrazano fix-up zoom$ along 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Money talks. 

That is the message of one local pol after 
the recent announcement that a local con- 
struction project might actually be complet- 
ed ahead of schedule. 

Construction work on the Verrazano-Nar- 
rows Bridge, originally scheduled to be 
completed in March, 2009, will now be 
completed by next September, six months 
ahead of time — and it’s all because Rep. 
Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) urged the Met- 
ropolitan Transportation Authority to add 
cash incentives into the rehab contract. 

“I asked the MTA to add incentives be- 
cause I was confident it could speed up the 
completion of this project,” said Fossella. “I 


am delighted the MTA followed up on my 
suggestion.” 

The incentives prove the widely held 
adage that money matters. According to the 
MTA, the revised plan will add $6.2 million 
to the $58.8-million project, but the money 
will only be spent if the job really does get 
shortened from 21 to 15 months (barring ex- 

The contractor will use this incentive to 
add additional workers for extra shifts, 
which is welcome to news to the already 
congested nearby communities. 

“That is great,” said bridge commuter 
Mark Lillmars. “Now only if they lowered 
the toll, too, then I’d do a little dance.” 

Construction began last June, when one 
lane in each direction on the Bridge was closed 


to allow for a rehab of the lower level exit 
ramp, the complete removal and reconstruc- 
tion of the roadway, parapet wall and utilities, 
and rehabilitation of the steel beneath. Already, 
the work has led to congestion on the bridge 
that has spilled onto the streets of Bay Ridge. 

The good news also comes as an unex- 
pected relief for residents who have grown 
accustomed to expecting the worse from lo- 
cal construction projects, such as a water 
and sewer line project at 92nd Street and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway that was supposed 
to be completed in one year, but took 18 
months, said Josephine Beckmann, district 
manager of Community Board 10. 

“And minor work continues [on that 
project] to this day,” she added. 


Ridge man keeps gaining by losing 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A larger-than-life local fig- 
ure’s losing ways has him 
halfway towards winning a 
huge cash jackpot. 

Bay Ridge resident Will Mil- 
lender, 26, recently embarked 
on a 10-week, 550-mile walk 
from Boston to Washington as 
part of the new reality show 
“Fat March,” in which 12 su- 
per-sized contestants lose 
weight to win cash. 

The show’s filming wrapped 
up in July and Millender is 
back in Bay Ridge — but he’s 
sworn to confidentiality. 

On Aug. 6, he was spotted at 




the Wicked Monk on Fifth Av- 
enue near 84th Street, kicking 
back some drinks while watch- 
ing his reality television debut. 


It’s reality TV at its best. Un- 
like other weight-loss shows 
like “The Biggest Loser” and 
“Celebrity Fit Club,” contest- 
ants on “Fat March” aren’t bat- 
tling each other but trying to 
become one big band of broth- 

If they stay together by the 
end of the walk, they share a 
$1. 2-million pot — but every 
time someone drops out, or is 
voted out for slowing the others 
down, the pot is reduced by 
$100,000. 

Predictably, the tall task had 
taken its toll on the oversized 


By this week’s episode, the 


V 




Brooklyn’s Best 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 


walkers had already marched 
the 230 miles from Boston to 
Times Square, but the group 
was down to nine losers. 

But Millender was still on 
the march. 

Millender told The Brooklyn 
Paper that ABC does not allow 
him to give interviews while 
the show is still airing, but 
those who saw Bay Ridge’s 
newest reality star say his 
weight loss looked dramatic. 

“He actually looks like a dif- 
ferent person,” said Bridget 
Lysiak (yes relation), who saw 
Millender strolling on 86th 
Street near Fourth Avenue. 
“The man could have easily lost 
100 pounds.” 

Millender weighed in at 474 
pounds before the march. He 
was down to 424, a loss of 48 
pounds, in the weigh-in at the 
end of Monday’s episode. 

Of course, shedding those 
pounds in such a quick amount 
of time had its price. 

“On top of a weird muscle 
pain in my chest area, I also had 
a bit of chafing under my belly 

See MARCH on page 4 


Harbor 
Motor Inn 


■ Ample parking 
on premises 

■ 24 hour security 

■ Convenient 
location (off Exit 
5 on the Belt 
Pkwy, B6 bus 
stops in front) 
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1730 Shore Parkway 

(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
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GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 
Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 
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Limited Time Offer 
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Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 
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Dyker hero lost in 
Deutsche Bank fire 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The death of Dyker 
Heights firefighter Joseph 
Graffagnino in Saturday’s 
massive Deutsche Bank blaze 
horrified an entire city, and 
also turned a typically rau- 
cous Third Avenue bar into 
an impromptu memorial this 

Graffagnino, 33, died along- 
side Robert Beddia, 53, in the 
fire at the crippled financial 
building near Ground 
Zero .which has been empty 
since the 9-11 attacks and was 
being taken down piece by 
piece to minimize the spread 
of toxins. 

Graffagnino, who lived in 
Dyker Heights, had been tend- 
ing bar at the Salty Dog just 
hours earlier. 

This week, the memories 
flowed. 

“Joe spread so much joy to 
everyone he met,” said friend 
and co-worker Bekim Leka. 
“The guy always had this 
smile on his face and it became 
contagious.” 

The bar, which caters to 


firefighters, hung black-and- 
purple memorial bunting in 
honor of Graffagnino, and 
flowers started gathering at the 


ad-hoc memorial. 

“Everyone just seemed to 
start gravitating here,” said 
Leka. “We have had other fire- 


fighters and friends coming in 
and out.” 

Copies of the daily papers, 
with covers featuring pictures 



Joseph Graffagnino 


of “Joey Bots,” were scattered 
over the bar. The replica fire 
truck, usually filled with chil- 
dren at play, now served as a 
haunting reminder to the perils 
of the job. 

“Joe was seriously the 
nicest guy you could meet,” 
said a friend, John Malloy. “I 
know it sounds cliche, but it’s 
true, I honestly don’t think I 
ever knew a nicer guy.” 

Graffagnino was an eight- 
year veteran who leaves be- 
hind his wife, Linda, a nurse 
he married in 2002. He worked 
out of Ladder Company 5 in 
Greenwich Village. 

Monday would have been 
his 34th birthday. Instead, his 
funeral was Thursday at St. 
Ephrem’s Church on Bay 
Ridge Parkway. 


Longer car-free 
hours in P'Park 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Bloomberg Administration has shifted 
gears, and decided to expand car-free hours in 
Prospect Park. 

One week after anti-car activists blasted the 
mayor for increasing car-free hours in Central 
Park, yet maintaining the existing biker-friendly 
hours in Prospect Park, the city announced that the 
East Drive would now be entirely closed to traffic 
on weekdays from 5-7 pm. 

The change “create new opportunities for chil- 
dren and families to enjoy the Prospect Park drive 
on weekday afternoons,” said Department of 
Transportation Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan. 
“Our goal is to let the park be a park as much of 
the time as possible.” 

Naturally, bicycling advocates hailed the move 
— but just as predictably said it did not go far 

“For an extra two hours each weekday, Brook- 
lynites will breathe easier as they walk, job, bicy- 
cle and recreate in Prospect Park,” said Paul Steely 
White, executive director of Transportation Alter- 

But Steely White was quick to demand more, 
pointing out that his group is still calling for the en- 
tire loop in Prospect Park to be rendered car-free. 
A 2006 study by the group found that four out of 
five park users would use the park more often if 
they did not have to compete with autos. (The fifth 
person may be a dentist.) 

The mayoral U-turn took Borough President 
Markowitz by surprise. Last week, he told the 
New York Daily News that expanding car-free 



Drivers can expect to see more signs like 
this now that Mayor Bloomberg has ex- 
panded car-free hours in Prospect Park. 


hours in Prospect Park would push more traffic 
onto surrounding roads. 

“Further limiting hours [to cars] would result in 
unacceptable traffic backup,” he said then. 

Markowitz did not return an e-mail seeking 
comment for this story. 

The new car-free hours will kick in on Aug. 27 . 


Beep approves Century 21 lot and 


Home Depot 



Garage to replace 
bowling alley 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Borough President Markowitz 
signed off on Century 21 ’s plan to 
turn an old bowling alley into a 
six-story parking garage for 279 
cars on 87th Street. 

The lot could help ease parking 
congestion during daytime shopping 
hours and also at night, as Century 
21 has promised to allow local 
restaurants to use the lot for valet 
parking, freeing up space on the 

In addition to the parking garage. 
Century 21 hopes to add a level of 
retail space on 87th Street and plant 
six trees on the roof, according to ar- 


chitect David Nicholson. 

The proposal needs a zoning 
change before it can precede, hence 
the Borough President’s approval 
last week. 

The site, which is between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues, was once home 


to the Mark Lanes, a popular bowl- 
ing alley. 

The City Planning Commission 
will vote on the application within 60 
days before it advances to an expected 
approval by the City Council. 

— Matthew Lysiak 


Superstore and housing for 
railroad site on Eighth Ave 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A plan to build a new Home 
Depot and 214 units of housing 
atop a vacant Bay Ridge railyard 
moved a step closer to reality after 
gaining the approval of Borough 
President Markowitz last week. 

Markowitz gave his support to 
developer Andrew Kohen, who 
needs a rezoning so he can build the 
profitable residential units in the 
complex, which would consist of an 
11-story residential and office build- 
ing plus the 100,000-square-foot 


Home Depot. 

Markowit’z approval did come 
with strings, however thin. He re- 
quired that Kohen set aside 20 per- 
cent of the units as “affordable,” in- 
stall a traffic light and crosswalk at 
62nd Street and Eighth Avenue, and 
participate in a traffic study after the 
center opens. Kohen has already 
promised to do all of those things. 

The borough president’s approval 
follows a recommendation by Com- 
munity Board 10. 

Opponents say Kohen is trying to 
build too much housing on the site, 
but the developer said housing is 



Andrew Kohen's plan for a Home 
Depot and an 11 -story apartment 
building on Eighth Avenue moved 
ahead last week with a nod from 
Borough President Markowitz. 


“Unless people stop having 
babies and looking for jobs, 
then we need development,” 
said Kohen. 

The developer still faces a 
few more hurdles. The City 
Planning Commission has 60 
days to vote on the rezoning 
application before it advances 
to the City Council, where it is 
backed by Councilman Vince 
Gentile (D-Bay Ridge). 

“It will bolster the area, spruce 
up the surroundings and provide 
significant employment and 
housing,” Gentile said. 

Even if City Planning rejects 
the proposal, the project would 
still go ahead if the Council 
and Mayor Bloomberg approve 
it as expected. 


Candy store heist goes sour 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Ridge gang attack 
may be racial 

By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two men were attacked outside the V-Lounge, a popu- 
lar Eighth Avenue nightclub, on Aug. 17 in a case that 
may have been racially motivated, police said. 

The two victims, who are both black, told cops that they 
were standing alone when a large group of Asian men ap- 
proached them outside the club at 1 am. 

At some point, one of the men pulled a club and knocked 
the 26-year-old victim in the head while his pal, also 26, 
was attacked by glass bottles, according to police. 

The thugs fled into a silver Mercury, and the wounded 
club-hoppers were treated at the scene for minor injuries. 
Only later were questions raised about the gang’s violent 
motivations. 

A witness told police that the apparent ringleader of the 
gang, who was described as a 5-foot-ll Asian man with a 
heavy build, dark black sunglasses and slicked-back black 
hair, ordered the others to inflict pain. 

“If you are my brothers, you will get them,” a witness re- 
ported hearing. 

The victims were not robbed, and the senseless violence 
was the first of its kind at the club, which is between 62nd 
and 63rd streets. 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


These guys must have 
missed that episode of “Law 
and Order.” 

That is one reasonable con- 
clusion after three local men 
robbed a popular Third Avenue 
candy store on Aug. 19, but 
then did nothing to conceal 
their identities as they fled. 

The heist went down at 6:40 
am, when two gunmen came 
into the store, which is near 
93rd Street, and demanded 
money. 

The men then grabbed the 
register and ran outside and into 
a waiting Chevy Tahoe that was 
driven by a third man, accord- 
ing to police. 

The register had about $500, 
but cops shouldn’t have too many 
problems nabbing these guys, es- 
pecially since the storeowner rec- 
ognized both of the perps and 
also managed to get the license 
plate of the getaway car. 

Ex drama 

Hell hath no fury like a man 
scorned. 

A 26-year-woman’s jealous 
ex-boyfriend is having a hard 
time dealing with the fact that 
she has moved on to another 
man, but swiped her wallet and 
cellphone as a rude consolation 
prize on Aug. 18. 

The trouble began at around 
11:30 pm, when the victim left 
her Fourth Avenue house, 
which is near 86th Street, and 
was immediately confronted by 
her ex-boyfriend. 

The scorned lover began 
screaming and shouting and de- 
manded to know the phone 
number of the new boyfriend, 
according to police. 

The victim tried to walk 
away from the heated argu- 
ment, but before she could 
leave, the thug grabbed her 
phone and her purse, which 
contained $80, and ran off. 

Gold bug 

Burglars robbed a Fourth Av- 
enue home of $21 ,500 worth of 
gold jewelry — including an 
expensive gold bracelet, valued 
at $7,000 - on Aug. 19. 

The 52-year-old victim told 
cops that he had left his home, 
which is near 97th Street, at 10 
am and was only gone for an 

Laptop swiped 

A 30-year-old woman says 
her apartment was robbed on 


Aug. 19. 

The victim left her Fourth 
Avenue unit, which is near 88th 
Street, to go to work only to re- 
turn at 6 pm to discover her lap- 
top computer and two bracelets 
missing, according to police. 

There was no value listed for 
the stolen items. 


62nd Precinct 


Teen trouble 

A teenager had his bike, cell- 
phone and cash swiped by two 
thugs who attacked him on 
Aug. 18. 

The 15-year-old was biking 
on Bath Avenue, near Bay 25th 
Street, at around 3 pm when the 
two thieves approached. 

“Give me your money, or I’ll 
stick you,” said one of the as- 
sailants before he punched the 
victim and rummaged through 
his pockets. 

The thieves took $20, along 
with the phone and the moun- 
tain bike, police said. 

The perps fled down Bath 
Avenue, one holding the cash 
and the other riding the hot 
wheels, police added. 

Auto lapse 

A woman had her car stolen 
right in front of her eyes after 
leaving the keys in the ignition 
as she went into her friends 
Highlawn Avenue home on 
Aug. 17. 

When the 46-year-old went 


into the home, which is near 
West Eighth Street, at around 
6:30 pm, she left the engine 
running on the 2000 tan 
Hyundai. Moments later, she 
returned to find the car driving 
off, police said. 

The four-door sedan has 
New Jersey plate number 
LYB16V. Anyone who spots 
the vehicle is asked to call the 
62nd Precinct at (718) 236- 
2611. 

Two for one 

Two residents of a Stillwell 
Avenue apartment building re- 
turned home on Aug. 15 to find 
their front doors busted open 
and their property missing. 

The first victim came home 
at around 8 am and discovered 
that thugs had broken in and 
robbed more than $1,200 that 
the 36-year-old had stashed in- 
side his apartment, which is 
near 85th Street, police said. 

Two hours later, the second 
resident came home to find a 
similar scene. 

Thugs managed to break 
through the front door, and 
swiped $650, along with elec- 
tronics, police said. 

Both break-ins went off 
without a hitch, giving the bur- 
glars a clean get away. 

AM argument 

An early morning argument 
turned violent and resulted in 
the beating and robbing of man 
by two complete strangers on 


Aug. 15. 

The dispute began at around 
3 pm on Kings Highway, near 
West Sixth Street, when the 
dastardly duo approached the 
victim and started arguing with 

At some point, one of the 
villains attacked the 27-year-old 
victim, punching and kicking 
him, and swiping $150 and his 
cellphone from his pants pock- 
et, police said. 

Bay Street stalk 

A woman was followed, at- 
tacked and robbed by two thugs 
in the early morning hours on 
Aug. 14. 

The 18-year-old first saw the 
stalkers on 86th Street, which is 
just up the block from her 
home. Frightened, she began to 
run home, but the two punks 
caught up to her and pushed her 
to the ground in front of her 

“Hand your stuff over,” one 
perp told her. The other punk 
didn’t wait for a response and 
stole her cash, passport and 
drivers license, police said. 

The muggers left her on the 
pavement and fled on foot. 

Shopping spree 

A man returned after a long 
day of running errands on Aug. 
14 to find that thieves had bro- 
ken into his 20th Lane apart- 


The 67-year-old returned to 
his home, which is near 20th 
Avenue, at around 2 pm and 
found that thieves had busted 
open his front door and swiped 
$1,600, including electronics 
and jewelry, police said. 

Water worked 

At least two women were 
victims of meter reader im- 
posters last week. 

The first incident was on 
Aug. 9, when the scam artists 
approached a Bay 31st Street 
home at around 11:40 am. They 
told the resident, a 72-year-old, 
that they needed to get in to 
check the water meter. 

Once inside, they split up 
and rummaged through the 
house, which is near 86th 
Street. 

They left with jewelry and 
fled without even checking one 
meter gauge, police said. 

The second incident was on 
Aug. 15, within a West 11th 
Street home. In this case, the 
imposter approached the home, 
which is near Avenue S, at 
around 10 am. 

The criminal asked to read 
the meter, and instead went into 
the 49-year-old’s bedroom, 
stealing $1 ,000 in cash and jew- 

Cops are investigating 
whether the crimes are related. 


Assaults up 

Last week, we reported on large drops in crime in Bay 
Ridge's 68th Precinct. This week, Bensonhurst's 62nd 
Precinct reported its own decrease in crime so far this 
year, but with an alarming increase in assaults. All statis- 
tics are from Jan. 1 through Aug. 19. Source: NYPD 
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Rodeo gal wants to 
fill park with bull 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s own little rodeo sweetheart 
wants to bring her bulls to Prospect Park. 

Debbie Singleton — proprietor of Debbie’s 
Reins and Things, an outpost for saddles, Stet- 
sons and steel-toed boots — has asked the Parks 
Department to consider letting her hold a real 
live rodeo in the Olmsted and Vaux landmark. 



Debbie Singleton in front of Debbie's 
Reins, her Douglass Street store. 


“You’d be surprised at the crowd it would 
get,” she said. “A lot of ladies like it, scholars, 
young people. Rodeos are perfect for Brooklyn.” 

And she ain’t kidding, pardner. 

Singleton led a three-day bronco-busting and 
barrel racing event last weekend at Cedar Lane 
Stable in Howard Beach — home of the Federa- 
tion of Black Cowboys. 

Singleton is a member of the federation, and 
an emissary to those city-slickers who don’t 
know their side-saddle from their front pocket. 
She believes a Prospect Park rodeo could help 
turn soft-handed spectators into urban cowboys. 

“There is an audience for this,” she said. “A 
lot of people around here have homes upstate 
and are training their children to ride.” 

She should know. Singleton was bom in 
South Carolina, but raised in Brooklyn. She 
spent the early years of her childhood in Crown 
Heights and later moved to an apartment near 
the Navy Yards in Fort Greene. Throughout all 
those years, she rode horses in Prospect Park. 
She says she knows plenty of other Kings Coun- 
ty cowpokes. 

A Parks Department spokesman confirmed 
that the agency has been talking to Singleton 
about her proposal, though nothing formal has 
been presented. Singleton said she felt the de- 
partment was taking her seriously. 

Debbie's Reins and Thing (332 Douglass St., 
between Third Avenue and Nevins Street). For in- 
formation, call (718) 797-5288 or visit www.de b- 


Gentile trashes Sanitation 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge) scored a huge victory in his war 
against the Department of Sanitation last 
week when the city tightened the rules re- 
garding how recycling violation summonses 
can be written. 

The move comes after months of back and 
forth between the city and Gentile, who has 
complained that enforcement agents were giv- 
ing tickets for minor violations, like putting a 
single soda can in the trash rather than in the 
recycling bin. 

As a result, Gentile introduced legislation 
barring inspectors from handing out recycling 
summonses unless the alleged litterbug had at 
least five recyclable items in the regular trash. 
Each item also must be listed on the actual 

“Now if that requirement isn’t followed, we 
will use their own protocol to [get these tick- 
ets] dismissed,” said Gentile. “We don’t think 
someone who accidentally puts a newspaper or 
a can in their regular trash, should be pun- 
ished. It’s excessive.” 

But the good news came a few months too 
late for some residents. 

In March, residents of 73rd Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues returned from work 


to discover litter summonses. One woman 
even got a ticket for a dirty driveway — even 
though she didn’t have a driveway! 

The Department of Sanitation declined to 
comment on the new rules. 


MARCH... 

Continued from page 3 
which cause me an extreme discomfort,” lament- 
ed Millender on his blog at realitywanted.net. 

“After a visit to the bathroom, the pain of 
that, combined with how I had been feeling for 
the day, caused an unexpected emotional out- 
burst and subsequent blackout.” 

Trial, tribulations, and even a slice of celebri- 
ty are nothing new for Millender, who has bat- 
ded his weight for several years, and whose im- 
age can still be found on storefront posters 
across Ridge for his first place showing at the 
Fifth Avenue pizza-eating contest last June at 
Rocco’s Pizzeria (Millender was cheered to vic- 
tory by a huge crowd that included a once-leg- 
endary eater, the now-slimmed down Borough 
President Markowitz). 

He ate 10 slices in the regulation 12 minutes. 
The performance made him a legend. 

"Fat March" airs Monday nights at 9 pm on ABC. 
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Let’s drink to 
this new beer 

A merica and Germany — the odd cou- 
ple of international beer — are having 
a baby. 

Twins, actually. 

In Williamsburg. 

The German beer industry is one of the 
world’s most conservative. The American 
beer industry is one of the most dynamic 
and changeable, which only adds spice to 
this summer’s collaboration between 
Bavaria’s G. Schneider and Sohn and 
Williamsburg’s Brooklyn Brewery on a 
new beer called Schneider-Brooklyner 
Hopfen-Weisse. 

We American beer drinkers — if that is 
not a redundancy — run the gamut from 
those who wash down our nachos with 
] lly tasteless “industrial” brands like 
Coors and Budweiser, to those who enjoy 
exploring the broad range of the world’s beer styles, from deep dark stouts to 
crisp India pale ales to champagne-like Pilsners. 

“German beer drinkers don’t like change,” explained Brooklyn Brewery’s 
brewmaster Garrett Oliver during a recent visit. “No German brewery has in- 
troduced a new beer style in the past 30 years.” This is not surprising, perhaps, 
in a country where all beer must confirm to the Reinheitgebot, the more than 
400-year-old “beer purity” law. 

One thing German consumers don’t like is a British technique called “dry- 
hopping,” in which hops, a standard ingredient in most beers, are added very 
late in the brewing process. This gives the beer a distinctively bitter flavor and 
complex aroma. 

German brewers, on the other hand, may be harboring a repressed urge to 
break free. Not long ago, Oliver hosted a number of his German colleagues at 
a Brooklyn Brewery beer dinner. One of the beers on the menu was Brooklyn 
Brewery’s own eccentric concoction, Blast!, which Oliver calls “a riotous cele- 
bration of hops.” To Oliver’s surprise, his German guests had a blast(!) drink- 
ing Blast! 

Hence this summer’s collaboration between Oliver and his G. Schneider and 
Sohn counterpart, Hans-Peter Drexler. First, Oliver traveled to Germany to di- 
rect the brewing of the Ger- 
man version of Schneider- 
Brooklyner Hopfen-Weisse, 
using his favorite European 
hops. This beer went on sale 
in July. 

This was followed by 
Drexler ’s visit to Brooklyn, 
where he oversaw the brew- 
ing of the American version, 
using his favorite American 

While a project like this 
may be something new — it 
is the first collaboration in G. 
Schneider and Sohn’s 150 
years — it also represents a 
fitting homage to Brooklyn 
beer tradition. 

North Brooklyn was 
known in the 19th century as 
“Brewery Row” for its 
dozens of breweries, all pro- 
ducing German-style beers, 
including the Weisse, or wheat beer that G. Schneider and Sohn have made 
world-famous. At one point, 10 percent of the nation’s beer was made here. 

The 20th century decline of the area’s German neighborhoods — plus Pro- 
hibition and the rise of mass-produced, mostly Midwestem-made industrial 
beers — hit Brooklyn brewing hard. When F. and M. Schaefer, Williamsburg’s 
oldest brewery, shut down in 1976, not a single bottle of beer was brewed in 
Brooklyn or anywhere in New York City. 

That is, until 1996, when the Brooklyn Brewery opened on North 11th Street 
and began turning out Brooklyn East India Pale Ale, Black Chocolate Stout, 
Pennant Ale and the rest of its popular line. In 1984, Brooklyn had hired a 
fourth-generation German-American brewmaster from Brooklyn, William M. 
Moeller, to create a recipe for Brooklyn Lager, which was originally made up- 
state in Utica, based on brewing records and formulas left by Moeller’s grand- 
father to his sons. 

There is more, however, to the connection between Brooklyn’s brewing present 
See BEER on p 4 
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This time, it’s Guttman under fire 


Controversial developer moves ahead, despite big fines 


By Rachel Corbett 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Williamsburg and Green- 
point residents were shocked to 
learn that Joshua Guttman, the 
notorious developer whose 
Greenpoint Terminal Market 
mysteriously burned down last 
May, has been pursuing new 
projects without being held ac- 
countable for a host of building 
violations. 

Guttman (right) has yet to re- 
pair the market building, and he 
faces $4.7 million in fines for 
failing to maintain the piers and 
bulkheads of his Greenpoint wa- 
terfront property, city records 

“People are outraged that the 
Greenpoint Terminal Market — 
which many people thought land- 
mark-worthy — has been left in 
ruins,” said Evan Thies, chairman 
of Community Board l’s Envi- 
ronment Committee. “Guttman 
should not be allowed to be 
building in Greenpoint, Williams- 
burg, or anywhere else.” 

Guttman and his family also 
owe the city $59,000 in fines, 
and he has some $52,000 in un- 
paid property taxes, the New 
York Post reported on Monday. 
Despite all this, he is continuing 
to work on new developments. 

Brooklyn residents are espe- 
cially fixated on Guttman. In- 
cluding the still unsolved Green- 


point fire, five other Guttman- 
controlled structures in the bor- 
ough succumbed to suspicious 
blazes in the last two decades — 
but the developer was never im- 
plicated in court. 

Some critics say the Depart- 
ment of Buildings should be held 
responsible for keeping up with 
the number of fines developers 
have, but Phyllis Arnold, the 
agency’s deputy commissioner 
for legal affairs, said the city was 
on top of the situation — as 
much as it could be, at least. 

“Mr. Guttman received per- 
mits to the extent his applications 
were compliant,” she said, 
adding that the department was 
“looking into other options that 
may give us the authority to re- 
fuse permits in the future.” 

Thies said that the city should 
track ownership and prevent de- 
velopers from building if they 
have excessive fines. 

“Guttman is unfortunately not 
alone in his delinquency,” said 
Thies. “There are many develop- 
ers that get away with this sort of 
bad behavior.” 

The developer is still moving 
ahead with projects at 189 Ply- 
mouth St., 53 Bridge St., and 58 
Jay St. in DUMBO, plus his 
grander plan for a 35-story con- 
do at the mined Greenpoint Ter- 
minal Market site. 

Guttman’s lawyer did not re- 
turn calls. 



State, Keyspan ink toxic cleanup pact 

Three local sites, along with dozens others, to be remediated 


By Rachel Corbett 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Three toxic brownfields in Williamsburg 
will be cleaned up by Keyspan thanks to a 
deal between the energy giant and the state 
Department of Environmental Conservation. 

All three sites are highly sought after by de- 
velopers, despite once housing fuel refineries 
that leaked toxic coal tar into the soil. The last 
site closed down in New York in 1972. 

The sites are: 

• Williamsburg Works on North 12th Street 
between Kent Avenue and the East River. This 
brownfield, which will one day be the home of 
Bushwick Inlet Park, was once surrounded by 
oil refineries on three sides. It manufactured 
gas until the mid-1900s. 


• Wythe Avenue Holding Station on 12th 
Street and Wythe Avenue. From roughly 
1900-1950, the station stored — and leaked 
— gas. It sat dormant for a decade until com- 
mercial developers began building on the site. 
Now the station, which is just a block from 
McCarren Park, is nearly entirely covered with 
businesses and industrial buildings. 

• Scholes Street Holding Station on Scholes 
Street near Morgan Avenue. Built to store gas 
more than 100 years ago, the site was used 
only until the middle of the 1900s. A chemical 
storage company now occupies the site. 

The cleanup is expected to take several years 
and will be followed by extensive study of soil 
conditions. Karen Young, a spokeswoman for 
the Downtown-based Keyspan, said the compa- 


ny would “work closely with the owners, local 
officials and the community” as it moves for- 
ward with the state-supervised cleanup. 

“Keyspan is one of the most experienced 
utilities in conducting investigations and reme- 
diation of former manufactured gas plants sites 
and will bring this expertise to these sites,” 
said Young. 

The buried toxins do not present an imme- 
diate danger to people who use these sites, ac- 
cording to state records. Typically, the chemi- 
cals are only dangerous when inhaled or eaten, 
but they are often buried too far underground 
for that, experts said. 

“The agreement is good and bad,” said Evan 
Thies, who is chair of Community Board l’s 
Environment Committee. “It’s good they’re 


paying attention to such a huge environmental 
project, but it’s bad because there appears to be 
no timetable for these cleanups. 

“It’s the same problem we have with the 
agreement ExxonMobil made to clean up the 
Greenpoint oil spill,” Thies added. “There are 
no benchmarks so that they can be held ac- 
countable.” 

State Environmental Conservation Com- 
missioner Pete Grannis vowed to hold 
Keyspan’s feet to the fire. 

“[The state] will continue to hold Keyspan 
and other utilities that have left behind this his- 
tory of contamination accountable for the en- 
vironmental impacts,” he said. 

Keyspan will bear the cost, though an 
amount is not yet known, Young said. 
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MISSION 

STATEMENT: 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The 90th Precinct was 
slammed with a spate of 18 
robberies last week — with 
many of the attacks featuring 
large gangs of young kids prey- 
ing on people returning home 
around midnight in the East 
Williamsburg and Bushwick 
part of the sprawling precinct. 

The spike comes one week 
after The Brooklyn Paper high- 
lighted the precinct’s large drop 
in burglaries so far this year. 

Here’s a roundup: 

• On Aug. 12, two perps ap- 
proached a 19-year-old man as he 
walked on McKibbin Street near 
White Street at around 10:30 pm. 
One of the men rifled his pockets, 
removing a cellphone, debit card 
and an unspecified amount of 
cash, cops said. 

• About a half-hour later, 
seven men surrounded a 31- 
year-old woman near the comer 
of Cook Street and Manhattan 
Avenue. One of the men hit the 
woman in the face, but was un- 
able to get what he really want- 
ed: her cellphone. The woman 
fled without further injury. 

• On Aug. 13, three men sur- 
rounded a 56-year-old man as 
he was walking home from the 
Broadway station of the G train 
at around 1:50 am. The man 
had gotten to the comer of 
Boerum and Leonard streets, 
when one of the men flashed a 
handgun and the others took the 
man’s cash. 

The victim spoke only Chi- 
nese and did not give the police 
a good description of the thugs. 

• A man was battered by 


POLICE BLOTTER 


three men as he walked home 
along South Fourth Street at 2 
am on Aug. 12. The man told 
cops that the trio of thugs sur- 
rounded him and beat him re- 
peatedly about the face, nose 
and head, knocking him to the 
ground, near the comer of Keap 
Street. The thugs got cash, and 
the 31 -year-old man managed 
to get to his home. 

• An employee of a Varet 
Street store was punched in the 
face by one member of a vil- 
lainous quartet on Aug. 14. 

The fearsome foursome en- 
tered the store, which is be- 
tween Manhattan and Graham 
avenues, and the ringleader 
went behind the counter to 
punch the shopkeeper. Mean- 
while, his three co-conspirators 
stole T-shirts from the racks. All 
four men then fled. 

But three days later, when an- 
other group tried to do the same 
thing — including punching the 
shopkeeper — one of them, a 35- 
year-old, was arrested. 

• A woman was robbed of her 
cellphone by a man who pretend- 
ed to need a favor on Aug. 15. 

The woman had been walk- 
ing with her boyfriend near the 
comer of Broadway and Thorn- 
ton Street at around 10 pm 
when a man yelled, “Come 
over. I need your help.” When 
the pair refused, the demand be- 
came more belligerent: “Give 
me the phone. I don’t want to 
shoot you over a phone.” 

She turned it over, and the 


perps fled. 

• A man walking home from 
the L-train station at Bushwick 
Avenue and Grand Street was 
followed int 
and then to his home by 
perps who waited until he 
inside his building before rob- 
bing him on Aug. 16. 

The man entered the Powers 
Street home at 1 1 :40 pm and an 
assailant put him in a choke- 
hold while another man stole 
his cellphone and cash. 

Bicycle thief 

Is there no decency among 
thieves, at long last? 

A 10-year-old girl had her bi- 
cycle stolen from her as she 
rode near the comer of Division 
Avenue and Roebling Street on 
Aug. 18. Cops are hunting for a 
13-year-old boy on a girls’ bike. 

Cars gone 

At least five cars were stolen 
last week, including: 

• A man who loaned his car 
to a friend returned from vaca- 
tion on Aug. 14 to find that the 
car had been stolen. He told 
cops that the friend had parked 
the car on Hewes Street be- 
tween Bedford Avenue and the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway. 

• A Dodge Caravan was stolen 
from a spot on South Ninth Street 
onAug. 17. The 35-year-old vic- 
tim told cops that he’d parked the 
car between Berry Street and 
Bedford Avenue just after mid- 
night and it was gone when he 
went back later that day. 
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• A man who parked his 
Buick on South First Street at 
around 1 am onAug. 17 returned 
the next day to find it gone. The 
car had been left between Wythe 
and Kent avenues. 

• A man who parked his 
1994 Honda Civic on Olive 
Street near the comer of Powers 
Street on Aug. 8 told cops that 
it wasn’t there when he re- 
turned to it on Aug. 19. 

Hero officer 

An officer collared three 
men — one of whom was hold- 
ing a silver handgun — who 
were trying to rob a woman on 
McKibbin Street on Aug. 14. 

The trio had surrounded the 


woman near Bushwick Avenue at 
around 1 1:30 pm and demanded 
property. But officer Erik Malak 
showed up and arrested the men, 
whose ages ranged from 18-22. 

Billyburgs 

There were at least five bur- 
glaries last week, including: 

• A Graham Avenue home 
was broken into through a win- 
dow on Aug. 12. It is unclear 
what the thief took from the 
unit, which is near Meserole 
Street. 

• A man’s Hewes Street apart- 
ment was broken into on Aug. 19 
at 1:30 am and the thief got away 
with jewelry. He said he had an 
alarm but foigot to set it 


Steal this nabe 

Last week, we reported on large drops in crime in 
Williamsburg's 90th Precinct. This week, Greenpoint's 
94th Precinct reported its own decrease in crime so 
far this year, though the numbers show lingering 
problems with burglary. All statistics are from Jan. 1 
through Aug. 19. Source: NYPD 

CATEGORY 

2007 

2006 

% chg 

MURDER 

0 

1 

-100 

RAPE 

4 

1 

300 

ROBBERY 

89 

91 

-2.2 

ASSAULT 

48 

56 

-14.2 

BURGLARY 

152 

135 

12.5 

GRAND LARCENY 

155 

164 

-5.4 

CAR THEFT 

90 

125 

-28 


BEER... 


Continued from page 3 

and its past. According to Oliver, shortly before the idle Schaefer brew- 
ery on Kent Avenue was to be gutted, he and a few accomplices 
sneaked in and liberated some of the brewing equipment. “We took 
everything we could carry that we 
thought we could use at our place,” 

Oliver said. 

The bottled, German version 
of the Schneider-Brooklyner 
Hopfen-Weisse (right) is avail- 
able at many area beer stores. Its 
American cousin will be released 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

Workers at Flaum Appetiz- 
ing Corp.. a high-end kosher 
appetizer wholesaler that caters 
to the Orthodox and Hasidic Jew- 
ish communities, are joining the 
Industrial Workers of the World, 
local 460/640, to fight against al- 
leged sweatshop conditions on 
the job. They have filed a class- 
action suit to recover unpaid 
overtime. . . . The Friends of the 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Green- 
point Branch are looking for 

100 artists to participate in a one-day exhibition of small works 
which will be sold to benefit the branch. There will be a grand prize 
of $100, and the glory of knowing that your art made a difference. 
E-mail friendsofthegreenpointlibrary@gmail.com for submission 
criteria and other information about the Sept. 15 show. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Our Bard 
roots for 
the Yanks 

//T ET’S GO, STATEN ISLAND!” I SAY. This might 
I strike you as an unusual chant since it comes from 
.l—J a columnist for The Brooklyn Paper, but before I 
join the legions of people who have been booed by Brooklyn 
fans — including, if it’s not urban legend, every prominent 
Dodger except for Gil Hodges — let me explain. 

The Cyclones and the Staten Island Yankees are in an un- 
usual situation. They’re two minor-league teams in the same 
big-league town, representing boroughs who are neighbors 
separated by the Narrows, and whose ballparks are only a 
few miles apart. 

Not only are these two clubs in the same division in their 
league, but because they are geographically so close, the 
league encourages their rivalry by scheduling 14 games 
against each other — while each plays other division foes 
only 10 times. 

In addition, each team’s parent club is in the same city, 
adding to the intensity. 

The 14-team New York-Penn League allows four playoff 
teams (the three division winners plus a wild-card). 

Brooklyn, with a record of 38-18, has the league’s best 
winning percentage. If the Cyclones, who hold a four-game 
league over second-place Staten Island, go on to win the di- 
vision and retain the league’s best record, then they could 
wind up meeting Staten Island in the first round of the play- 
offs. 

If that’s the scenario, then the first game of the best-of- 
three opening play-off series will be at Staten Island, with the 
second game, and third game — if needed — at Brooklyn. 

Wouldn’t a series against Staten Island be good for Cy- 
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NEFARIOUS WAYS: Even though last year's Staten Is- 
land Yankees won it all, our columnist would like to see 
them make the playoffs. 


clones’ fans? Not too many Brooklyn fans would drive to a 
playoff game in Vermont or Mahoning Valley, Ohio, but 
there would be up to 2,000 Brooklyn fans at a playoff game 
in Staten Island, if the past is any indication. 

What would inspire these young Cyclone players more — 
half a dozen fans in Lowell, Massachusetts, or 2,000 fanatics 
behind first base in Staten Island? 

Yes, there would also be Staten Island fans at Key span 
Park for any game against Brooklyn, but more Brooklyn fans 
have typically travelled to Staten Island than visa- versa, Any- 
way, isn’t it fun to have opposition fans at the same game, 
since opposing fans at Cyclones-Yankees games have been 
generally good-natured, yet intense, about the rivalry. 

I still vividly recall these rivals in the three-game semi-fi- 
nal playoff series in the Cyclones’ inaugural season in 2001 . 

I’ve been to World Series games, but I have never felt the 
electricity in the stands as I did for those two playoff games 
in Brooklyn. 

Cyclone catcher Brett Kay three times made Brooklyn 
fans delirious in the series finale. He caught a bouncing sac- 
rifice bunt attempt one-handed and threw out the Staten Is- 
land base-runner who was trying to advance to third; Kay 
also played “dead” on a tag play at home when, until the 
very last split-second, he looked away from the ball, stand- 
ing relaxed and fooling the Yankee base-runner into slowing 
up just enough to be tagged out when Kay turned and caught 
John Toner’s throw; and then Kay added the game’s coup de 
gras with a decisive homer. 

Would that Cyclones’ series victory have been as exciting 
against another rival? Would the Red Sox playoff comeback 
in 2004 have been as exciting against a team other than the 
rival Yankees? 

Now let’s look at a few of the rivals’ numbers. 

W ith five games remaining between them, Brooklyn 
leads Staten Island 5-4 in the battle for the Bor- 
ough Presidents’ Trophy. Brooklyn is leading the 
league in pitching with an ERA of 2.77. Starter Dylan Owen 
is 7-1 with a 1 .82 ERA, third in the league, and the team has 
a solid rotation with a lights-out bullpen. 

But the Staten Island hitters aren’t chopped liver, particu- 
larly the top and middle of the order. 

Little lead off man Justin Snyder is a royal pain — in the 
best sense of the word. He just keeps getting on (his on-base 
percentage is a league-leading .488) and leads the league in 
hitting at .375. 

Clean-up hitter and third baseman Brady Pruitt is hitting 
.372, with an on-base percentage of .486. 

If Brooklyn and Staten Island maintain their current posi- 
tions, Sept. 1-4 could be crucial for both teams. 

That’s when the two clubs play each other five times in 
four days. 

Staten Island has won the last two league championships, 
so never count them out — and the parent Yankees, like the 
parent Mets, like their local farms clubs to do well, so a little 
subtle player maneuvering among each farm system’s teams 
has left both the Cyclones and Yankees with strong rosters. 
So, let’s go Staten Island! 

Make the wild-card, so you can lose to Brooklyn in a 
tense, exciting playoff series. 


CHANNELING THE BARD 

Each week, Ed Shakespeare, the bard of Brooklyn baseball, 
will take a page from his ancient ancestor and add a bit of 
iambic pentameter to all our lives. This week's contribution, 
"Homestretch," is a poetic tribute to the rush to the playoffs. 

From June, September hurtles into view. 

The term "Short Season League" is on the mark. 

A moment ago, the season started — much ado, 

And now, more of the game is played in dark. 

September-June, a long wait, all-in-all. 

October baseball in New York could be. 

But not in Brooklyn — ballpark's closed in fall. 

It’s desolate — Coney Island, empty. 

Two weeks remain to cheer the team from Kings 
A fortnight left to see the boys out there. 

They chase the title, out to get their rings. 

Fourteen days before the winter of despair. 

Take note, and gather rosebuds whilst ye may. 

And see the players right now — seize the day. 

\ r 



TRIPLE-THREAT COVERAGE 
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Juggling vendor a nut 


By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Vendor Kyle Peterson made 
plenty of fans this season jug- 
gling bags of peanuts and 
Cracker Jacks, but it’s his abili- 
ty to do it while riding a unicy- 
cle that has caught the attention 
of the fans at Keyspan. 

“It caters to the kids and it’s 
really enjoyable,” said Clones 
fan A1 Hirschberg. “It’s low-key 
and fun to watch.” 

If the respect and admiration 
of the fans at Keyspan wasn’t 
enough, Peterson has also 
caught the attention of the Cy- 
clones, too. 

“He’s got real talent,” said 
reliever Edgar Ramirez. “I can’t 
juggle balls on flat ground and 
he can do it on a unicycle. He’s 
really impressive.” 

Although his style is uncon- 
ventional, this lifetime Mets fan 
got his job the old-fashioned 
way: by answering a help-want- 
ed ad (albeit on Craig’s List). 

“I answered an ad for a ven- 
dor with either juggling or mu- 
sic ability,” said the 22-year old 
NYU grad. “I’m a huge base- 
ball fan, so this is a lot of fun 
for me. I love working at 
Keyspan; I’m happy I got the 

While Peterson is all smiles 



ON THE BALL: Kyle Peterson, Keyspan Park's juggling 
dor, entertains fans while selling them goodies. 


at Keyspan, the Cyclones front 
office are even happier to have 
his antics on display. 

“I think he’s great,” said 
General Manager Steve Cohen. 
“It’s not in your face. He sells, 
he juggles and the fans really 
seem to get a kick out of it.” 

Despite all the laughs and 
cheers Peterson has gotten from 
fans this season, the job isn’t al- 
ways cheese and crackers. 

“It’s exhausting sometimes,” 
said Peterson, who has been a 
juggler and unicyclist since age 
12. “We had a day game that 
was a killer. I had sweat 
drenched through the back of 
my shirt.” 

Given that Peterson is the 
team’s first-ever performing 
vendor, perhaps he’s the good- 
luck charm that has led the Cy- 
clones to a 38-18 record this 
season. 

“I wish I could take credit 
for all the Cyclones success this 
season, but I can’t,” said Peter- 
son, who also runs and man- 
ages his own Cyclones blog 
(see http://tomadicactivity.mets- 
blog.com), where he writes 
about the team. 

“I do think that I get the fans 
energized though. I think 
they’re the ones that have 
played a part in how well the 
team has done this year.” 



The 2001 Cyclones won the New York-Penn League 
Championship under the leadership of manager Edgar Al- 
fonzo. Now that Fonzie is back, many fans are assuming that 
the 2007 Cyclones will repeat the franchise's former glory. 
Here's how this year's team compares to that fabled squad: 


2001 

2007 

(Through 56 games) 

(Through 56 games) 

Record: 41-15 (.732) 

Record: 38-18 (.678) 

Highlight of the week: 

Highlight of the week: 

The Cyclones beat Vermont 

The Clones beat their ne- 

6-1 on Aug. 10 thanks to 

farious rivals, the Staten Is- 

John Toner's two-run single 

land Yankees, 1-0 on Aug. 

and Forrest Lawson's RBI. 

20, thanks to a J.R. Voyles 

Starter Lenny DiNardo an 

RBI single in the first, and 

unearned run and struck 

six innings of three-hit. 

out six over seven innings 

shutout pitching from 

— retiring 1 3 in a row. 

starter Dylan Owen (7-1). 
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Minor miracle 

Islanders buck old trend, play for 
big club, while Brooklynites don't 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Let’s check the rosters of the parent clubs of the Staten Island 
Yankees and the Cyclones. 

For the New York Yankees, six alumni of its Staten Island affili- 
ate, pitchers Chien-Ming Wang and Sean Henn; infielders Andy 
Phillips and Robinson Cano; and outfielders Melky Cabrera and 
Shelley Duncan, are all on the big club 

Meanwhile, the Mets had only one Brooklyn alumnus on the roster 
this season: Joe Smith, who, rather amazingly, pitched for the Cyclones 
last year. But Smith was sent back down last month. 

For years, the Yankees were notorious for trading away their 
young talent for the likes of Ken Phelps, but it seems as if that trend 
is now a thing of the past. 

This year, when the Yanks had an opportunity to acquire high- 
priced set-up man Eric Gagne for former Baby Bomber Cabrera, 
they passed. 

Instead, they brought up rookie sensation Joba Chamberlain. And 
while he didn’t play on Staten Island, he has been, well, sensational. 

Maybe the Mets can learn something from their cross-town ri- 
vals. — Ed Shakespeare and Vince DiMiceli 


1st- place Clones drop two to 2nd place SI 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Sure, the Cyclones dropped two of three 

Island Yankees, but Brooklyn (38-18) is still in 
the driver's seat in the McNamara Division of 
the New York-Penn League. 

Yankees 12 
Cyclones 3 

Aug. 18 at Keyspan Park 

Starter Nick Carrgave up five mns in 


three innings, but the wheels really came off 
when the Yankees scored seven in the 
eighth. The Cyclones got nine hits, but 
couldn’t capitalize. 

Yankees 4 
Cyclones 1 

Aug. 10 at Staten Island 

Alone run in the ninth — on a JR. Voyles 
double — prevented a complete debacle. Lu- 
cas Duda had two hits in a forgettable game. 


Cyclones 1 
Yankees 0 

Aug. 20, at Keyspan Park 

The Cyclones got all they needed in the 
first, thanks to JR. Voyles’s RBI single. Start- 
ing pitcher Dylan Owen was superb, giving 
up three hits, and striking out five in six in- 
nings of work. Owen got his seventh win 
against one loss and lowered his ERA to 1 .82. 

Visit www.BrooldynPaper.com for all the scores. 



HERE'S THE PITCH: Righty Nick Waechter used to pitch in 
slow motion. Now, he's on fast forward — and doing great. 


Hurler’s success 
is Bull’ — Red Bull 


By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Watching a baseball game at Keyspan Park is usually an enter- 
taining experience — but when 23-year-old righty Nick Waechter 
was on the hill for most of his first five starts, the game moved 
about as quickly as Paul LoDuca trying to leg out a double. 

The problem was not only that Waechter took too long in between 
pitches — but in his first five leisurely starts, the Cyclones won only 

That’s when the coaches stepped in, working with the Western 
Oregon State College graduate to speed up his delivery. 

“When he works slow, he has too much time to think about what 
he wants to do on the mound,” said skipper Edgar Alfonzo. “When 
he’s working fast, he keeps his stuff down and he’s much more ef- 
fective.” 

Since mid- July, when his delivery was sped up, the lanky hurler 
has a noticeable fire in his eyes and is blazing through the competi- 

He’s 3-0 with a 1 .43 ERA in his five starts — good enough for 
Player of the Week honors a few weeks back. On the season, 
Waechter is 4-2 with a 3 .54 ERA. 

“When I wasn’t pitching as well as I would have liked to, my 
pace on the mound was a lot slower,” said Waechter, who admitted 
to upping his intake of Red Bull before games to keep him moving 
on the mound. 

“The coaching staff noticed it and has made sure I’m more delib- 
erate and quick and the mound. My tempo is much better now and 
I’ve turned my season around.” 


Dem Bums’ last season 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign. The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

Aug. 30, 1957 Dodgers 10- Giants 0 
The Brooks remained in second place thanks to Don Drys- 
dale's three-hitter. Gil Hodges and Carl Furillo had homers. 





TUESDAY, AUGUST 28 at 7:DDpm 

vs. HUDSON VALLEY RENEGADES ncOTA , 

REPLICA JERSEY (first 2,500) presented by GARGtULO’S RESTAURANT 


SEE THE CYCLONES START THEIR 
PUSH FOR THE PLAYOFFS! 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

at 6:00pm 

vs. STATEN ISLAND YANKEES 
FLEECE BLANKET (first 2,500) 

GAME PRESENTED BY W00DHULL MEDICAL CENTER 
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718 . 507 -TIXX • brooklyncyclones.com 
KEYSPAN UK • Shea Stadium 

For Season Ticket, Mini-Plan and Group information, call 718.37.BKLYI 
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INSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS I NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS I CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 


The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings 
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Sweet ‘Bunny’ 


Mo Willems is the boroughs Auster for youngsters 


By Daniel Goldberg 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

C hildren’s book author Mo Willems 
knows his audience. “My basic philos- 
ophy,” the Park Sloper told GO Brook- 
lyn, “is that the difference between children 
and adults is that children are shorter.” 

It’s this humor — and spot-on observation 
— that has made Willems a two-time winner 
of the Caldecott Honor, the prestigious award 
for children’s books, and a hit with local 
kids, a group that is surprisingly picky about 

Despite having been in the trade for five 
years, Willems didn’t start out with being an 
author in mind. “My first job,” he recalled, 
“was staying out of trouble.” 

After working as a stand-up comedian in 
London, Willems landed his first job as an 
animator on the film version of the children’s 
story “Ira Sleeps Over,” and later wrote 
scripts for “Sesame Street” — a job that 
earned him six Emmy awards. 

But no matter how great the recognition, 
Willems claimed he was just the man behind 
the bird. “You have the advantage that no 
matter what lines you write, the Muppets will 
make them funny. I don’t think my scripts 
were particularly strong, but nobody noticed 
because the acting was so good.” 

His next project, a Cartoon Network show 
called “Sheep in the Big City,” allowed him 
more freedom. Not only did he create the 
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Drawn in: Park Slope author Mo 
Willems, above, fuses sepia-tone 
photographs of his neighborhood 
with original illustrations to creat 
books like "Knuffle Bunny Too," see 


show, giving him control over plot, character 
and format, but he also animated each 
episode himself. Still, he found himself doing 
a lot of managing when what he really want- 


ed to do was just draw. 

Since the 2003 publication of “Don’t Let 
the Pigeon Drive the Bus,” Willems has 
turned his attention to children’s books, 
which he writes and illustrates in his Park 
Slope studio. He says feels most comfortable 
with his latest incarnation. “I always wanted 
to draw and be funny, and I was never sure 
how that would play itself out. I’ve had a 
myriad of careers on the way, but I think that 
this is the one I’m 
having the most 
fun with.” 

And other 
people have taken 
notice as well. “His 
humor is in the il- 
lustrations, and kids 
are very visually 
oriented now,” said 
Judy Zuckerman, as- 
sistant director of children’s services at the 
Brooklyn Public Library. “[Kids] like that 
kind of visual humor, especially with 
videogames, movies, TV and the internet so 
much in the culture today.” 

In fact, Willems ’s ability to both write and 


W to read 

While Knuffle Bunny is the Mo Willems char- 
acter currently hogging the spotlights, it isn’t the 
only loveable creature that Willems has invented. 
Willems has written more than a dozen books, but 
these (truly) animated characters are our favorites. 


leased his first picture 
book, “Don’t Let the Pi- 
geon Drive the Bus!” 
and introduced his read- 
ers to the wild, ram- 
bunctious bird who 
would go on to star in 
“Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late!” 
and “The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog” (co-starring 
a cute little duckling). 

G Gerald and Piggie 

Not since Kermit the Frog 
and Miss Piggie has there been 
such a good porcine partner- 
ship. Gerald, a pessimistic ele- 
phant — and, really, do you 
know any other kind? — and 
his bubbly pal Piggie, have 
teamed up for four “Early 
Reader” books to date. Young kids can follow 
the duo on educational adventures like “There is 
a Bird on Your Head,” and learn that sometimes 
it’s OK to act like an animal. 



The Pigeon 

In 2003, Will 


Edwina 

Most kids know 
that dinosaurs are 
extinct, but that fact 
eludes Edwina, the 
main character in 
Willems ’s 2006 
book, “Edwina: 

The Dinosaur Who 
Didn’t Know She Was Extinct.” When a snotty 
schoolkid tries to prove that she doesn’t exist, the 
straw-hat-wearing Edwina fights back the only 
way she knows how: with chocolate chip cookies. 




In this instant classic, 
Willems gives us “Leonar- 
do, the Terrible Monster.” 
But Leonardo isn’t a brute 
— it’s just that he’s terrible 
at being a monster. He 
can’t even scare the tuna 
salad out of the most 
scaredy cat kid in town! 

— Katie Newingham 


illustrate his books, which is unusual in the 
children’s book industry, enhances his ability 
to tell a story with litde or no words. “There’s 
no real difference between myself as an au- 
thor and myself as an illustrator,” he said. 
“Drawing is a form of writing.” His back- 
ground in animation also gives his books a 
special appeal because kids love that his 
characters look like cartoons. 

The style of the “Knuffle Bunny” books, 
including the soon-to-be released “Knuffle 
Bunny Too,” is visually arresting and sur- 
prisingly artsy. It’s easy to see why critics 
were so impressed by the black-and-white 
See WILLEMS on page 8 
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Paul’s picks 



Nebbishy Brooklyn Heights actor Paul Giamatti 
apparently doesn’t have much faith in his taste in film. 

But the Brooklyn Academy of Music certainly 
does, hosting a series of films called “Paul Giamatti 
Selects” at the BAMCinematek through Sept. 1 1 . 

“It was hilarious,” Giamatti (pictured) told GO 
Brooklyn. “They said to me, ‘Do you want to do a 
series?’ And I thought 
they were kidding.” 
With no particular 
theme in mind, Giamatti 
picked eight flicks — 
including “Dr. Strange- 
love” and “Dawn of the 
Dead” — but never 
thought his list would 
make it onto the silver 
screen. “I picked all of 
these obscure movies 
that I like,” he said, “but 
I thought, ‘They’re nev- 
er going to show this kind of s— t.’ ” 

Was he wrong — both about BAM’s intentions and 
about the quality of the films he picked. 

“Not many people have even heard of ‘The Sev- 
enth Victim’ or ‘Brewster McCloud,’ although 
they’re both fabulous movies,” said BAMCine- 
matek manager Matthew Buzhholz. “It was a great 
opportunity for us to show some interesting films 
and work with one of our favorite actors.” 

And though he hasn’t made it to see any of the 
films, BAM shouldn’t turn the projectors off just yet. 

“I want to go see some! I’ve never seen ‘The Sev- 
enth Victim’ on a big screen,” said Giamatti, who can 
be caught later this month in “Shoot ’Em Up” and 
“The Nanny Diaries.” 

“I don’t know why they chose me — I honestly 
thought they were kidding around.” 

“Paul Giamatti Selects" is running at the BAM 
Rose Cinemas (30 Lafayette Ave., at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene) through Sept. 1 1. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 636-4100 or visit www.bam.org. 

— Karen Butler 


Shootout 



GO Brooklyn’s legendary shutterbug, Daniel 
Krieger, usually finds himself behind the camera. But 
last week, when he was assigned to take a portrait of 
Park Slope photographer 
Bill Wadman (pictured), 

Krieger was on the other 
side of the lens. 

Wadman has made it 
his mission to take 365 
photos — one a day — 
in2007.AndonAug. 16, 

Krieger’s became his 
228th subject. [See his 
portrait online at www. 

BrooklynPaper.com.] 

Wadman began the 
project on Jan. 1 with a 
photo of his sister and worked his way through fdends 
and family — he made sure to snap his mom on 
Mother’s Day — though now so many people want to 
participate that he’s taking reservations. 

“Most of the subjects come to me,” Wadman 
said, explaining his first-come, first-served policy. 
“I have a ‘participate’ link on the Web site, and 
about two to three people contact me a day wanting 
to sign up. I can’t take all of them.” 

Wadman has taken his slick-looking portraits 
everywhere from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden to 
Stonehenge to a Home Depot in Connecticut, and 
with over 200 portraits under his belt, he already 
sees a change in his work. 

“Sometimes, I try to get a nice picture of the per- 
son,” he said. “Other times, I’m hying to get some- 
thing really true without a lot of extra stuff. I’m slowly 
creating a new look for my work.” 

And how did Krieger like playing model for the 
day? “He’s good at giving direction and making you 
feel comfortable,” he said. “He has a good eye for 
making people look cool as well as drawing out 


emotion.” 

And even though it’s still summer, Wadman is al- 
ready weighing his options for the end of the project. 
“I want to keep the portraits quiet until I’m done and 
them show them all at once,” he said. “I think it would 
be really fun to have a party with everyone.” 

Now wouldn’t that make a nice group photo? 

"365 Portraits" can be viewed at www.365 
portraits.com. — Katie Newingham 



busyCHEF 

Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 

NOW FEATURING DELIVERY 1 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

718 . 624.3182 

www.busychef.biz 


“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri & Sat) 


TEMPO 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 



GRUB + SPIRITS + GAN 

Dinner Sunday - Thursday Spi< 
Friday- Saturday till £ 
$10 Brunch Saturday 6 Sl 
2 138 Smith St. Brooklyn. 

708-858-0;S6 ; 6 


8801 3rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 
718 . 492 . 5095 


Tlandtfiri 



fired of t fie usuaf 
hxnchtime fare ? 

Tine Japanese cuisine, 
yhusfud sushi bar, 
for bunch or dinner. 


Nanafow - 

Japanese Restaurant 
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• Lunch & lightly Specials 

• ‘Wood 'Burning ‘Pizza 

• Desserts & Coffee • Beer & ‘Wine 

• Brivate (Parties (Available 10-100 (Persons 

232 Vanderbilt Ave. 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 

(718) 789-5663 


PARTY UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
AT WATER STREET RESTAURANT 


WEDDINGS 
BRIDAL SHOWERS 
BIRTHDAYS 
BAR MITZVAHS r 
FAMILY REUNIONS 
CLASS REUNIONS 
ENGAGEMENT PARTIES 
CORPORATE EVEN3 


The Brooklyn Paper i 


www.BrooklynPaper.com 


HIGH ‘FIVE 


Following in the footsteps of chain restau- 
rants like Chipotle, Five Guys Famous Burgers 
and Fries, a Virginia-based patty shack, has 
opened on Montague Street. Staying true to its 
name, the shop has a limited menu — besides 
hot dogs, adding bacon or cheese to a burger 
just about rounds out your options — but has 
found favor with the Heights lunch crowd, 
which, on our last visit, formed a line snaking 
out the door. 

Perhaps it’s the complimentary peanuts (in 
shells that you can toss on the floor!), or the free 
toppings (the “fried onions” were disappointing- 
ly bland, however), but people can’t get enough 
of this place. 


And the Five Guys can’t get enough of 
themselves — the walls are covered in maga- 
zine articles proclaiming their burgers the best 
in the land. 

We weren’t quite so sure. After all, just across 
the street is the famed seven-ounce burger at 
Grand Canyon. And next door is a perfectly 
good burger at Happy Days diner. So, in the 
spirit of fairness, we sent five of our own guys 
to see just what the fuss was all about. 

Five Guys Famous Burgers and Fries (138 
Montague St., between Clinton and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights) is open daily from 
1 1 am-10 pm. For information, call (718) 797- 
9380 or visit www.fiveguys.com. 
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FUNDRAISERS 1 




GERSH KUNTZMAN 

Bacon cheeseburger and fries 

Cost: $6.19 for the burger, and $4.49 
for the large order of fries we all split, 
$1 .89 for a bottomless drink 
"No wonder the toppings are free 
— the burgers are dryer than 
Phoenix in August. The American 
public is bought off cheap. The 
fries, though are outstanding." 


VINCE DIMICELI 

Cheeseburger 

Cost: $5.59 

Citing the free refills, and — ooh! 
— Cherry Coke: "It was a good 
experience, I was surprised by 
the double burger. I liked the 
free peanuts, but it was certainly 
easy to eat too much." 



SYLVAN MIGDAL 

(a lapsed vegetarian) 

Hamburger 

Cost: $4.99 

"I liked it, but wouldn't take it 
over a good veggie burger. 
They could be more generous 
with the pickles, too." 


CHRIS CASCARANO 

Bacon cheeseburger 
and Cajun fries 

Cost: $6.19, and $2.59 for the small 
Cajun style fries 

"If I'm spending this much on 
lunch, I'd like to go somewhere 


"They should warn you that 
the toppings are this sloppy — 
they're sliding out all over 
the place. Otherwise, it's 
a tasty burger, but kind of 
gigantic for lunch." 


East of the border 

Chef’s Mexican cafe is worth a trip to Williamsburg 


er 5- 11pm, bar fr 

440 bergen street (5th ave/fla 
718.230.5925 



H 


and-muddled margari- 
tas.” Are any other 
words in the English 




Santa, baby: Diners at Williamsburg's Santa Fe enjoy chef Marc Elliot's take o 
tional Mexican dishes, especially at the packed weekend brunch. 


language that suggest the 
perfect antidote to a busy, 
hot workday and the sweet- 
and-sour hint of a great meal 
at a hole-in-the-wall Mexi- 
can joint? 

At Santa Fe, chef Marc El- 
liot’s one-year-old south-of- 
the-border out- 
post that’s a few 
blocks east of the 
well-worn Wil- 
liamsburg trail, 
the words “hand- 
muddled margar- 
itas” do much 


where Elliot mixes Mexican 
comfort foods (tacos, que- 
sadillas and burritos) , Oaxa- 
can haute cuisine (mole any- 
one?) and some downright 
weird — but surprisingly sat- 
isfying — stuff like a beet 
and gorgonzola salad called 


DINING 


day-Friday, nc 


P-2655 or 


Subw 

From the first 
sip of bartender 
John Watterberg’s 
concoctions (yes, 
plural — who stops at one?), 
you know you are in good 
hands. 

That feeling continues as 
you make your way to the 
spacious outdoor garden (and 
away from the overly loud 
music in the front room) and 
start perusing the menu, 


w.santafewb.cor 


“the Beet Down” that just 
might become my desert-is- 
land appetizer. 

A wide variety of daily 
specials were available — in- 
cluding a blue com “lasagna” 
and a whimsical dish that El- 
liot called “Contradiction of 
Farms,” and featured black- 


ened white peaches, giant 
baby tomatoes and jumbo 
shrimp — but we opted for 
the main menu. 

Starters, which range in 
price from $7-9, ran the 
gamut from the sublime 
(there’s that Beet Down 
again!) to the ridiculous 
(queso frito — literally “fried 
cheese” — was surprisingly 
uninspired). A chilled cream 
of chile soup was delightful 
— a rich blend of hot and 
cold that never got too spicy 

On the “entrada” side 
($9-18), you can order a 
hamburger (albeit Mexican- 
ized by Elliot), a burrito, a 
taco salad or more ambitious 
projects like Killer Ca- 
marones (tequila-drenched 
shrimp “looking for a fight”) 
and a red snapper with ca- 
pers, olives, tomato and gar- 
lic. 

In addition to that seminal 
beet salad and the insipid 
queso frito, we had a plate of 


bacon-wrapped shrimp that 
represented the perfect mar- 
riage of pig and crustacean 
(damn those GOP senators 
for continually blocking such 
civil unions!). A mound of 
rich, creamy guacamole 
rounded out the plate. 

Serious pork lovers will 
flip for Elliot’s braised pork 
mole. Not only is the shoul- 
der meat achingly tender, but 
Elliot’s mole — a mix of 1 1 
peppers, chocolate, nuts and, 
believe it or not, a dash of 
Coca-Cola — is complex, 
but never overpowering. A 
thin tortilla layer adds crunch 
and cuts some of the mouth- 
ful of flavor. It’s a bargain at 
$13. 

We were also pleasantly 
surprised by the taco salad 
($10), which we ordered to 
see how Elliot would handle 
something so mundane. He 
did it brilliantly, thanks to an 
abundant portion of tender 
grilled steak and prominent 
chorizo. 

As in Mexico itself, 
desserts are not the reason to 
go to Santa Fe. Where El- 
liot’s whimsy is welcome in 
other parts of the menu, 
desserts like chocolate na- 
chos miss the mark. The cin- 
namon-dusted strips of deep- 
fried nachos were too greasy 
and the melted chocolate, 
caramel, sour cream and 
marshmallows all seemed to 
be fighting for my attention 
like 3-year-old twins. 

Much better was the up- 
side-down Boston Cream Pie 
($8), a rich, pudding-like 
concoction that’s stuffed into 
a large coffee mug. The Oreo 
crust on top gives way to 
creamy delights below — 
and the pudding is so rich 
that this mug is perfect for 
sharing. 

As lovely as a warm night 
in the garden is, insiders are 
starting to flock to his week- 
end afternoon barbecues, 
where Elliot, whose prior 
credits include Whim and 
Blue Star in Carroll Gardens, 
rolls his grill onto the patio 
and cooks up burgers and 
other savories while he also 
roasts his poblanos and 
chilies for the week ahead. 


WILLEMS... 

Continued from page 7 
photographs that Willems 
colors over with his cartoon 
characters. 

As with everything, the 
idea came from experimenta- 
tion: “That was sort of a 
process of trial and error. I 
wanted to make the stories 
feel as real as possible.” 

Deciding which objects to 
draw and which to photograph 
was also done by trial and er- 
ror, but Willems ultimately 
chose to photograph all the 
backgrounds as well as some 
of the objects the characters 
interacted with. A grand artis- 
tic statement? Nope — “I hate 
drawing backgrounds,” the 
author laughed. 

So, while the backgrounds 
aren’t drawn, they aren’t ex- 
actly regular photographs ei- 
ther. “Images based on pho- 
tos,” is what Willems refers to 
them as, explaining how he 
digitally alters the images, tak- 
ing out air conditioners and 
other items that ruin the shot. 
“In a picture book, you would 
notice graffiti in a way that 
you wouldn’t if you just 
walked down the street,” he 
explained. 

However tailored they may 
be, the photos taken near his 
home in Park Slope have ex- 
posed images of Brooklyn to a 
large national and global audi- 
ence, a phenomenon that 
Zuckerman, the librarian, said 
will benefit the community. 
And while kids in other parts 
of the country reportedly did- 
n’t know what a Laundromat 

— a featured locale from the 
first “Knuffle Bunny” book 

— was, local kids were get- 
ting to read about a life they 
recognized as close to their 
own. Willems said that his 
themes are universal, but 
added, “I’m sure that kids 
who live in Brooklyn might 
feel a special connection with 
it because they feel a special 
connection with certain land- 

And the “Knuffle Bunny” 
books are quickly becoming 
just that. 



Calligaris 
DellaRobbia 
Fontana Arte 
Maria Yee 
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Robert Abbey 
Thayer Coggin 
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HIGH HOLIDAY 

YIDDISH CONCERT 


With world renowned cantor 
Schneur Zalman Baumgarten-Tenor 
commentary and explanation 
by Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 

Sunday, September 9 

4:00 pm (Doors Open at 3:30 pm) 

$12 Per Ticket 
$10 Senior Citizen 

Enjoy classical Yiddish Renditions, 
Including: 

My Yiddishe Mama 
Roszekes Mit Mandlin, 

Oifin Pripitchik 

Reservations suggested by not required, 
contact Levana (718) 596-4840 x 18 
www.bnaiavraham.com 
www.heightschabad .com 

Congregation B'nai Avraham 
117 Remesen Street • Brooklyn Heights 
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9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 2 


i funds Brooklyn-based 
t organizations in the 

Ik arts, literature/writ- 
ic, opera, photography, 
dplinary arts, theater 
al arts. The application 
inrluHps a detailed 

f application 


le BAC Recjrant Staff, and a 


tan, 3300 Coney Isl 

(718) 625-0080. Free. 

RED HOOK BOATERS: Go kayak- 
ing. 6 pm to 8 pm. Park Pier, 
Coffey and Ferris streets, Red 
Hook. (917) 676-6458. www.red- 

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music 

buss^D f eBoi™andBrahmi^, 
$25 students. 8 pm. Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
at the East River. (718) 624-2083. 

CAFE STEINHOF: Today, River 
Alexander and his Mad Jazz 
Hatters. Speakeasy jazz for the 
wee hours. 10:30 pm. 422 
Seventh Avenue at 14th Street. 
(718) 369-7776. Free. 


LAWN CHAIR THEATER^Tomght, 

Saft e f^re^^nter^3302 Ave. U. 

TWILIGHT TOURS: Enjoy wine and 
cheese and a naturalist-led bat 

pect Park Audubon Center, enter 
Avenue (718) 287-3400 ext., 114. 


quired. 3302 Ave.Tj. Call for 
formation. (718) 421-2021. F 
AUDITION: TLC is casting for < 
new show in the NYC area 
called "Real Estate Road Te: 
Couples/ families, ages 25 to 
who are looking to buy a hoi 

fansites/apply/getontlc.html 
BARGEMUSIC: 8 pm. See Wee 
Aug 29. 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 


BARGEMUSIC: Classical music^ 

$4o! y $S e stu°denb. d 8^^Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
at the East River. (718) 624-2083. 

OTHER 

FLOATING POOL: at the foot of 
Joralemon Street. 9 am to 7 pm. 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org/ 

WEEKSVILLE FARMERS MARKET: 

Farm-fresh produce. 9 am to 1 
pm. 1698 Bergen St., between 
Rochester ana Buffalo avenues. 
(718) 788-8500. 

INDIE MARKET: Collective of 
Brooklyn-based emerging ^ 

beauty, pet gear, home-goods 

FLEA MARKET: hosted by the 
Church of the Hol_y Spirit 


Washington and DeKalb 
avenues. (718) 855-8175. Free. 

FITNESS CLASS: The Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Conservancy and 
the Fitness Guru host a fitness 
class in Empire-Fulton Ferry 
State Park, Dock Street at the 
East River. Today: Pilates Mat 


lynbridgepark.org. Free. 


LIST YOUR EVENT... 


with unlimited calling 
to the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico. First 
1EE including installation. 


> TIME WARNER 

CABLE 


Have you met 
Sir Charge, Verizon 
best'kept secret ? 

Oh, you know him very well. He pops up unexpectedly 
all over your Verizon phone bill. 

Had enough? Say goodbye to Verizon and Sir Charge. 
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Stop supporting this guy! 

Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that 
makes sense with fewer fees and taxes than Verizon. 
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Ready to OUST SMONNG? Call for FREE patches, gum, or lozenges.* 

1-866-NYQUITS • 1-866-697-8487 

www.nysmokefree.com 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH *lf you qualify - most smokers do 


Call 


anytime.We offer 24/7 customer support. 
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Brooklyn on the Bowery 

Its a new day in nightlife for Williamsburg s rock scene 
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ADVERTISER RESULTS PROVE 
OUR YELLOW PAGES DELIVER 
MAJOR RETURN ON INVESTMENT 

NEW 
NASSAU 
DIRECTORIES 
OUT 

THIS SUMMER 


BROOKLYN EDITION 

CLOSING 

SOON! 


Ambassador YeUowPa ges 

the right direction in yellow pages 

FIND OUT ABOUT COST EFFECTIVE PRINT & ONLINE AD PROGRAMS 

CALL 212 - 564-3945 NOW 

www.AmbassadorLocal.com 
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Battle of the bands 

In Brooklyn , even the summer concert series fight it out 

As September nears, the weather isn’t nance of string musicians and hippie drum kids in town, 
the only thing cooling off. The great com- circles, have become big business in the ^ So which concert series is the best way 


Series 

Helio and JellyNYC Pool Parties 

Seaside Summer Concerts 

1 

I 

H 

! 

1 

i 

Celebrate Brooklyn 

Where it's held 

McCarren Park Pool 

Asser Levy Seaside Park 

Wingate Field Park 

Prospect Park bandshell 

How old? 

Two years 

29 years 

25 years 

29 years 

Concerts this season 

9 

7 

7 

28 

Biggest draw of the summer 

TV on the Radio on July 29 

Hippiefest 2007 on Aug. 3 

Lauryn Hill on Aug. 6 

The Neville Brothers on June 14 

That night's attendence 

7,000 

15,000 

15,000 

5,000 

Cost of water 

$2 

BoTd:alk inSide!ltWaS$2 ° nthe 

Nothing here either. Local vendors 
were selling it for $1 

$2 


111 

II! 
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If Lau n Hill was trul miseducated it 

While sometimes Park Slo e feels 



more ifk^Mayb^rry^han'N'ew^fork, 
when KRS-ONE took the stage on 
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had slept in the very bandshell^ he was 

Final comment 
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Compiled by Chiara V. Cowan 
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DENTISTS 


/ Quality Dentistry y 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 


(SweetAir) 

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

i Carroll & Garfield 



General and Implant 
Dentistry 
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■S 

ERS 


Jack Irwin, E 





- 1 COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 


n and friendly office 
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PARENT 


Smartmom floats a lead balloon 


A T FIRST, DIAPER DIVA 
didn’t know what to say. 
. What do you tell 
your 3-year-old when you have 
to put her favorite birthday 


the garbage chute in 
the hallway. Gone. 

Birthday parties 
have gotten very i 


SMART 

nave guucu very cum- 

piicated since Aug. 2, MMOMl-l. 




insistendy now. “The people 
who made them used a very 
dangerous material called lead. 
It can make you sick.” 

“But I want my toy,” Ducky 


all that fun, cheap clothes she 
gets at Target for OSFO. 

This is a wake-up call. It’s 
time to spend a little more mon- 
ey and buy locally made toys 


chandise that just end in a big 
box at a stoop sale with a sign 
that says, “Free stuff’? 

The truth is, parents buy too 
much for their children anyway. 


Til By L 





GIBRAN... 


ments sparked a furor that culminated in a public scolding from 
teacher’s union head Randi Weingarten and Almontaser’s resigna- 
tion on Aug. 10. 

The Department of Education then filled Almontaser’s post with 
Danielle Salzberg, a Jewish educator who speaks no Arabic and has 
no apparent knowledge of Arab culture. Former mayor Ed Koch 
called the move “spitting in their eye.” 

Aliya Latif, a spokeswoman for the Council on American-Islamic 


pithy assessment. “A dual-language program requires a principal 
who is well versed in the Arabic language and culture,” Latif told 







A protester questions the Mayor's reasoning for giving in to 
those who called for controversial principal Debbie Al- 
montaser to be canned. 
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How can you save 
money, energy, water 
and time all at once? 
Run your dishwasher 
only when it’s full. 


Unplug appliances when 
you go on vacation. 

They don’t need to be 
on standby while you’re 
standing in Mexicoj 


D'ijnc 
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^ FIND MORE ENERGY 
SAVING TIPS AT 
CONED.COM 
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ALL DRAWN OUT 



Marty’s varying views 

But where was his concern about 
the far more dangerous precedent of 
selling state-owned land to Ratner at a 
bargain-basement price, doling out 
billions in subsidies and doing it all 
with very httle public scrutiny — 
oversight that Markowitz himself later 
undermined by purging local commu- 
nity boards of some anti- Yards mem- 
bers. 

It is no secret that this page has fre- 
quently clashed with Markowitz over 
his support for the project, which re- 
mains his greatest error in judgment 
since he took office. 

But his attempt to now present him- 
self as a foe of overdevelopment be- 
cause he opposes a 60-foot building in 
a 50-foot zone is laughable. 



T he developer who is 

bringing Trader Joe’s to Court 
Street wants to build a six- story 
annex to that store on a parking 
lot on Atlantic Avenue that is 
only zoned for a five-story 
building. 

That single extra story 
— 10 feet! — drew the 
ire of Borough President 
Markowitz last week 
when the Beep recom- 
mended that the city deny 
the developer. Two Trees 
Management, a variance to 
build a little higher. 

Yes, this is the same Marty 
Markowitz who continues to cheer the 
Atlantic Yards project, a massive, 16- 


tower, highly subsidized mega-devel- 
opment that would overshadow thriv- 
ing neighborhoods all around it, create 
life-draining “superblocks,” 
suck up taxpaper resources, 
congest local streets and 
use the state’s power of 
eminent domain to evict 
residents so their land 
can be turned over to a 
private developer — in 
this case, his friend, 
Bruce Ratner. 

Markowitz said the 
Court Street variance 
would set a “dangerous 
precedent” because the 
proposed building is in the 
Cobble Hill Historic District. 


LETTERS 


Readers respond to The Paper’s 
Arabic school coverage, editorial 


To the editor, 

I’m writing in response to The Brooklyn 
Paper’s anti-Semitic reporting of the most- 
recent episode in the Khalil Gibran Interna- 
tional Academy farce (“Jew to lead Arabic 
school,” Aug. 18): the hiring of a non- Ara- 
bic speaking principal with no expertise in 
Arabic culture, Danielle Salzberg, to re- 
place the clumsy and politically “chal- 
lenged” school founder Debbie Almontaser. 

It’s outrageous that The Paper has chosen to 
focus on Salzberg’s religion as the key to the 
story. Particularly offensive was the description 
of Salzberg as “a practicing Jew who belongs 
to an Upper West Wide synagogue.” 

If an African-American or Italian- Ameri- 
can educator had been appointed to this 
post, I doubt that the paper would have 
headlined “Black To Lead Arab School,” or 
detailed “practicing Christian who worships 
at a Bay Ridge Catholic church.” 

It’s ironic that the paper can editorialize 
about the “inept” and “ham-handed manner 
in which the Department of Education bu- 
reaucrats, tone-deaf to local concerns han- 
dled” the opening of the school, while its re- 
porting is equally tone-deaf. 

Karen Duchan, Park Slope 
Editor's note: Just so there's no misunderstanding , 
Duchan mixes quotes from both our objective news 
story atid our strongly worded editorial The editorial 
made it clear that The Paper did not take a position 
on the creation of an Arabic language and culture 
school, but simply that the city erred when it installed 
as principal of an Arabic language and culture school 
a woman with no background in Arabic culture and 
no knowledge of the Arabic language. 

To the editor, 

It is truly deplorable that the Department 
of Education has forced out Debbie Al- 
montaser from the Gibran Academy, a proj- 
ect she helped to initiate. Sadly, Debbie was 
smeared in the media and hounded from her 
job because she defined the meaning of “in- 
tifada” accurately as “throwing off oppres- 
sion,” while also clearly indicating that she 
opposes violence. Apparently that is not 
good enough for the powers that be here in 
New York City. 

Almontaser ’s statement was hardly incor- 
rect — defining the Arabic meaning of “in- 
tifada” is what educators do. Moreover, 
Debbie was clear in her condemnation of vi- 
olence. The city has completely failed in ob- 
jectivity in this matter. Instead, schools 
Chancellor Joel Klein blamed the victim, 
who is clearly Almontaser. 

The extreme right has consistently at- 
tacked the Gibran Academy. By giving in to 
such negative forces, the city has taught a 
terrible lesson to the students and families. 

As a colleague active with Debbie in in- 
terfaith dialogue, I know I am not alone in 
currently reassessing the merits of dialogue 
and civic engagement. Debbie is very well 
known for her interfaith work on the grass- 
roots level in Brooklyn. 

If New York is remain an open, tolerant 
and vital city, we cannot allow leaders to be 
harassed and hounded. You will find your- 
self with a deeply alienated generation of 
Arabs and Muslims, a dangerous situation 
not easily remedied. 

Adem Carroll, The Bronx 
The writer is head of the Muslim Consultative 
Network 


To the editor, 

Jews have taught in the public school sys- 
tem forever. To imply that Danielle Salz- 
berg, simply because she is Jewish, would 
not be effective as principal in this school is 
ridiculous. 

Would you rather have someone who 
thinks “Intifada NYC” is a proper thought to 
wear on someone’s chest? 

No matter what Almontaser says, her in- 
tent is undeniable. This is Brooklyn, New 
York, not an extension of an Arab country. 

Diane Hunt, Bay Ridge 
Editor's note: For the record, The Paper did not say that 
Salzberg was unqualified because she is Jewish. The Pa- 

language school because she does not speak Arabic. 
To the editor, 

Debbie Almontaser has always been one 
of the most inspiring people I have known. 
We have crossed paths numerous times, and 
she was always honest and always taking 
brave stands. 

She has spoken at my synagogue about 
Jewish- Arab relations, attended meetings to 
inspire collaborations between local Jews and 
Arabs, and has been an indomitable force 
seeking bridges between our communities. 

As a fellow New York City educator, I rec- 
ognize that our public schools serve a signifi- 
cant Arab youth population. As an American 
living through our post-9-11 era, it has be- 
come clear that it is in the interests of our na- 
tional security to support Arab-Americans to 
be knowledgeable and proud of both their 
Arabic and their American roots. 

When I learned of the creation of the 
Khalil Academy, I was proud to be a part of 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes in designated 
Brooklyn neighborhoods. Our unique 
system limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 

number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


a city that could take such an important step 
forward. And I could not imagine a better 
person to lead it than Debbie Almontaser, no 
one I could trust more, as an educator, a Jew, 
or as an American, to make it what our city 
and our country so sorely needs. 

Barry Joseph, Brooklyn Heights 

Simcha speaks 

To the editor, 

In response to your article on the Bor- 
ough President’s race (“Plenty of traffic in 
race for Boro Prez,” July 28), the reason that 
I have opted out of that race in favor of a 
citywide race has httle to do with “power,” 
as you suggest, but rather very much to do 
with substance. 

That said, as always, I appreciate your 
unending wit and sense of humor, but don’t 
expect my mother to forgive you any time 
soon for making fun of my unsolicited ma- 
terials legislation. 

Simcha Felder, Borough Park 
The writer is a member of the City Council 

Coney blues 

To the editor, 

I spent my whole childhood at Coney Is- 
land, the only place my parents ever took us 
during the summer (“Why not Thor?” Aug. 
11). It was a delight, an education, and a 
constant revelation. 

I urge New York City to hold fast against 
the obvious gentrification of Coney Island, 
morphing it into a soul-deadening enclave 
of the rich. Coney Island must remain the 
People’s Playground! 

Michael Disend, San Francisco 

Where’s Marty? 

To the editor, 

I checked the Borough President Marko- 
witz’s official Web site (www.brooklyn- 
usa.org) to find out information on how I 
could make a donation to a local organiza- 
tion in response to last week’s tornado, but 
there was no mention of the storm at all. 

I find it ironic that Markowitz is available 
for every photo op and publicity stunt in the 
borough but doesn’t think that a catastrophic 
“act of God” that affected hundreds of his 
constituents is important enough to replace 
information on tourism and his weight loss 
campaign. Vanessa p ogglo /;, Bay Ridge 
Editor's note: For the record, there is a button on 
Markowitz's Web site that directs victims to a now- 
closed " disaster recovery center. " There is no way to 
donate to victims through Markowitz's site. 

Chirp chirp 

To the editor, 

Nice story about the parrots in Park Slope 
(“Squawk!” Aug. 18). It is great to see these 
wonderful birds expanding. 

Hopefully they will survive and replace 
the Carolina Parakeet that went extinct in 
North America in the early 1900s. 

Jon-Mark Davey, Florida 
The writer is co-author of the book"Parrots 
in the City, " a seminal volume on small 
birds in the big town. 


Inspectors in scooters 
to hit the city streets 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg has un- 
leashed a fleet of satellite- 
guided, scooter-driving inspec- 
tors on city streets to target 
trash, potholes, and other ba- 
nalities of urban living, City 
Hall announced last week. 

These roving investigators, 
called the Street Conditions 
Observation Unit Team (or 
SCOUT), ride around with 
Blackberry-like devices to 
transmit reports on litter, graffi- 
ti, potholes and other quality- 
of-life problems direcdy into 
the 311 system. 

The teams started fanning 
out on Aug. 6 — about 10 days 
before the mayor unveiled the 
$1 -million program at a press 
conference last week. 

“The program will give the 
mayor’s office an opportunity to 
see first-hand the quality-of-life 
conditions that impact every 
neighborhood in the city,” said 
Jeff Kay, director of the May- 
or’s Office of Operations. “With 
inspectors in the field, we can 
provide city agencies with a 
real-time snapshot of those con- 
ditions, and ensure they take ap- 
propriate action.” 

Local pols lauded the idea of 
more eyes on city streets. 

“I look forward to working 
with the teams,” said Council- 
man Vince Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge). “Street inspectors are 


good because they are an extra 
set of eyes and ears. Before, 
the city would rely on citizens 
to report potholes, dangling 
street signs, graffiti, overflow- 
ing street garbage, etc. Now 
the city taking a proactive role 
in keeping the streets clean.” 
The 15 inspectors, on loan 
from other city agencies, are 
expected to each cover 20 


miles and make up to 200 re- 
ports per day, according to the 
mayor’s office. 

The busy teams don’t have 
the pleasure of handing out fines; 
City Hall says the goal is simply 
to hold agencies accountable to 
their customers, the public. 

Local politicians praised the 
initiative, but a handful of civil- 
liberties-mind residents ques- 


tioned the logic of having more 
eyes on the street, not to mention 
the increased congestion that 
would be caused by the scooters. 

“This is an awful idea,” said 
resident Phil Millard. “First, 
the mayor pushes a commuter 
toll to decrease congestion, and 
now he is sending scooters out 
on the streets to drive around 
all day looking at things.” 


DeBlasio: Ban the foam! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Styrofoam trays are one step closer to join- 
ing indoor smoking and trans fats in the trash 
bins of city history. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Park 
Slope) on Wednesday introduced a bill 
that would ban all food establishments 
from using Styrofoam cups and take-out 
containers, and all city agencies from us- 
ing the versatile synthetic material. 

The ban would apply to the Depart- 
ment of Education, which chums through 
153 million Styrofoam trays per year. 

“It is mind-boggling that our city, which 
is becoming a leader on environmental ' 
is still using Styrofoam when 


<p 


Styrofoam, also known as polystyrene, is be- 
lieved to take centuries to decompose. 

DeBlasio first took on the issue of Styrofoam 
in June, joining forces with the Windsor Ter- 
race-based Parents Against Styrofoam in 
Schools to recommend that the city ban 
Styrofoam trays from school cafeterias. 
His recommendation prompted a 
highly equivocal response from the 




looking at alternatives,” said 
mayoral spokeswoman Dawn Walker 

The legislation would push the may- 
r’s hand on the issue, and expand the 
proposed ban from cafeterias to eateries 
citywide. 

Berkeley, California and Portland, Oregon — 
tremely harmful to our environment,” said De- both liberal enclaves like DeBlasio’s home dis- 

Blasio. “[Once] it hits our landfills [it] stays trict — have already passed similar measures, 

there forever.” Perhaps a pilot program in Park Slope is next? 


Beep blocks a part of Joe's 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The developer bringing 
Trader Joe’s to the comer of 
Atlantic Avenue and Court 
Street faced an unlikely op- 
ponent this week — the su- 
permarket’s biggest fan, Bor- 
ough President Markowitz. 

On Tuesday, Markowitz 
came out against the contro- 
versial 60-foot residential tow- 
er slated to rise on what is cur- 
rently a parking lot next to the 
store at 130 Court St. 

The 60-foot building would 
be 10 feet taller than allowed 
under existing zoning within the 
Cobble Hill Historic District. 

“Should this intrusion be 
granted, it would set a prece- 
dent for other sites throughout 


the entire district to seek such 
an exception,” Markowitz’s 
recommendation to the city 
Planning Commission said. 
“Abiding by the [50-foot 
height limit] is the ultimate 
form of respect to homeown- 
ers in the neighborhood.” 

Like Markowitz, Communi- 
ty Board 6 voted against the 
tower in June. These critics 
were thrilled — and a httle 
shocked — this week to hear 
that they had an ally at Borough 
Hall, given Markowitz’s support 
for large-scale residential devel- 
opment at Atlantic Yards, and 
his widely publicized affections 
for Trader Joe’s. 

“We viewed Marty has be- 
ing very solidly pro-develop- 
ment everywhere,” said Cob- 
ble Hill Association member 


Roy Sloane. “We are extreme- 
ly pleased and gratified to see 
him respecting the values of 
our community.” 

The site’s developer, David 
Walentas’s Two Trees Manage- 
ment, has requested multiple ex- 
emptions from the historic dis- 
trict’s zoning, including a break 
from a requirement to provide a 
parking facility. The exemption 
to the height limit is the only 
one that earned an objection 
from Markowitz. 

Two Trees has said that the 
scale of the building is neces- 
sary to cover the cost of restor- 
ing the 83-year-old future 
home of Trader Joe’s. 

“Making it any smaller... 
wouldn’t be financially vi- 
able,” project manager Sam 
Chamey said. 


BUSH 

Continued from page 1 
whose 136 mile-per-hour 
winds destroyed or dam- 
aged hundreds of cars and 
dozens of homes in the area 
around 67th Street between 
Fourth and Seventh av- 

But if the president 
shares that flabbergasted 
feeling, he hasn’t expressed 
it yet. A call to the White 
House was not returned by 
deadline — and Spitzer’s 
office hasn’t heard a thing 
yet, either. 

“All we can do is urge 
the president to act,” said 
Paul Larrabee, a Spitzer 
spokesperson. “We are 
working to expedite this 
process and to bring the ur- 
gency of this situation to the 
attention of the White 

Residents waiting for aid 
better not hold their breath. 
Minnesota Gov. Tim Paw- 
lenty applied for federal 
help after the very-high-pro- 
file bridge collapse on Aug. 
1 — but the White House 
only released the funds on 
Aug. 21. 

For Brooklyn residents 
rendered roofless by the 
storm, a three-week delay 
would be too long. 

“This is ridiculous that 
help is so slow to come,” 
said Hassan Hakmoun, who 
last week was busy moving 
his relatives out of their 
damaged house at 339 Bay 
Ridge Ave. “We all pay our 
taxes, but the government 
doesn’t like giving it up.” 

The president will re- 
main on his Crawford ranch 
through August. 



OBAMAMANIA. . . 


Continued from page 1 

“I don’t think he’s going to 
win, because he’s black. ” said 
Alert. “I’m not cynical. I’m 
realistic.” 

The fundraiser and rally 
came only a month after Oba- 
ma’s under-the-radar (and ap- 
parently “unofficial”) $l,000-a- 
ticket ftindraiser in a Brooklyn 
Heights mansion, where big- 
time donors got a chance to en- 
gage the possible future presi- 
dent of the United States. 

But on Wednesday, Obama 
worked a mass audience, in- 
voking his Brooklyn roots, re- 
peating nearly verbatim the 
recollections he shared with 
The Brooklyn Paper in July. 

“I don’t how many of you 


know this, but I used to live in 
Brooklyn,” said Obama, the 
junior senator from Illinois. “I 
used to live in Brooklyn,” he 
repeated, to good effect. 

“You know, when I was go- 
ing to Columbia University and 
afterwards, I had an apartment 
in Park Slope for a while. I 
couldn’t even afford it back 
then. I definitely couldn’t af- 
ford it now.” (The crowd 
laughed approvingly.) 

“But I always loved Brook- 
lyn,” he continued. “I loved 
the Promenade. I used to run 
up and down there. I used to 
grab a bagel over at the red 
line stop.” (Red line? Oops.) 

This rally and his recent 
high-end fimdraiser could 


help Obama even the score 
with front-runner Sen. Hillary 
Clinton, who, as of July, had 
raised more than $424,000 in 
Brooklyn to Obama’s 
$231,000. 

Although Clinton is techni- 
cally New York’s “favorite 
daughter,” Obama is certainly 
a prince of Kings, if the fren- 
zy of Wednesday evening’s 
crowd was any measure. 

“I’m a very big Barack 
supporter,” said Jumaane 
Williams, vice president of 
the Brooklyn chapter of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. 

“Of all the people mnning, 
he has the freshest ideas. He’s 
not an insider.” 


SPITZER... 


Continued from page 1 

The bill would allow home- 
owners to erect signs indicat- 
ing they will not accept any lit- 
erature advertising restaurants 
or sales. The law would not ap- 
ply to newspapers, or any liter- 
ature that has a nominal 
amount of news — though it is 
unclear how that would be en- 

Political advertising is also 

In rental buildings, the land- 
lord would have the final say 
over whether or not the resi- 
dents could receive ads, an im- 
position that some argue in- 


fringes on the right of tenants 
to receive important informa- 
tion while also unfairly hitting 
less-wealthy Brooklynites in 
the wallet. 

Meanwhile, big-time circular 
distributors aren’t exactly quak- 
ing in their delivery tracks. 

“We don’t think it will hurt 
business because we can handle 
the stames of the law very well,” 
said Kenny Herman, whose 
company distributes 95 percent 
of the circulars in Brooklyn 
(including the Kohl’s bundles). 
“We have a do-not-deliver list of 
our own already, and over the 
last two years, we think it’s ex- 


panded to include just about 
everyone who doesn’t want the 
circulars. We don’t expect it to 
expand much.” 

Local restaurants managers 
are far less blase. 

Kabir Ahammed, the man- 
ager of Joy Indian Restaurant, 
on Flatbush Avenue, wondered 
how he would get the word out 
if he couldn’t drop off menus. 

“You have to tell people,” 
said Ahammed. “Some people 
don’t like menus. Others do. 
But it’s not a big thing to throw 
menus in the garbage. This law 
doesn’t make sense to me.” 
Ahammed needn’t worry 
just yet. The law will not be 
enforced in the city until it is 
amended to allow Sanitation 
Department enforcement offi- 


cers to issue tickets rather than 
police officers. That won’t hap- 
pen until sometime next 
month. 

But happen it will, if Coun- 
cilman Simcha Felder (D-Bor- 
ough Park) has anything to do 
with it. Felder has been the 
biggest local cheerleader for 
the legislation, and he told The 
Brooklyn Paper that he is eager 
to see the law enacted as soon 
as humanly possible. 

“After they fix it, we will 
have a bill that’s perfect,” said 
Felder. “Somebody once called 
me ‘the menu killer.’ I am 
proud of that and hope I re- 
main with that title forever.” 

Felder is also seeking a dif- 
ferent title: after all, he’s run- 
ning for Comptroller next year. 
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Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 

. Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


REAL ESTATE 



1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 



718 349-7555 ■ 


APARTMENTS 


Bushwick; 3/3 Bdrms Avail. 

Pre-war Fully Renov ■ Hrdwd Firs EIK 
Vry Sunny New App. $1450 Call Frank 

718-679-1242 Realtor Fee *33 


No Brokers Fees! Browse & List Free! 



CALL (718) 524-0196 



a^-SSS 



Sell Your Home 

Fast.... 



Grymes Hill, SI 

EIK, cntr. A/C, backyard deck, 
garage. Easy access to xpress 
bus, 5 mins, to SI ferry &VZ 
bridge. Pay own utils, no pets, 
Avail. Oct. 1, $2000/mo. 

CALL (718) 524-0196 



718-797-4661 ER33 



ll S. Gold 

Houses Condos Co-Ops- 

New Construction Projects • 
Refinances 

- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 


YOUR LOCAL AGEN1 



Move to a Suburb 

even a New Yorker can love . 



erty, and directing that: Letters Testamentary issue to Brian Alan Eisen. Dated, 


nil 


Notice of formation of Action 5, LLC; Arts of Org., 
filed with NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 07/05/2007. 
Office in Kings County; SSNY designated agent for 
! of process with copy mailed to do Joe 
Garden, 418 17th Street, Apt. 1A, Brooklyn, NY 
11215, All lawful busir 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 



Kathryn Lilly 


Prudential Douglas Elliman 

156 Montague Street 


We Know Brooklyn Best 



EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Bubbly, the Park Slope wine 
shop with the highest Zagat 
Survey rating in all of 
Brooklyn! Love of wine & a 

Bring resume to 21 1-21 3 



Wanted for full-time, 
high quality interior 


sary. Call Jerry 

’) 734-271 6 w 5 


sis 






RedWhite&Bulgy ^ 


°"SrS st 










ii Colorful classifieds 
◦re accessible and 
reader friendly fel 


The Brooklyn Paper, voted 2007 
'Newspaper of the Year' by the 
Suburban Newspapers of America. 

To place your ad today, 
call (718) 834-9350 


SERVICES 


gg TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized 7T > Center A51 


Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 



Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 


CLIPand SWE 



may be examined at the Office ^of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS 
My New 1 £r MVpIaceof biSf* 
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Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Air Conditioners • 

■ Washers & Dryers ■ 

■ Stoves & Ovens ■ 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


I Leinster fr 
Contracting 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 
• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 
■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 


CLASSICAL CUSTOMER 

AWNINGS 

ALUMINUM- PLASTIC- RETRACT 


FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 




John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 



Cleaning Services 


Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 
marirc6@aol.com ^ 

ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 


718-573-4165 


Heights Cleaning Service 

David Contreras (917)716-3437 
david@heightscleaning.com 
www.heightscleaning.com 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 


Why Replace When You Can Restore? 
— — Rejuvenate Your Bathroom! 


Si~ 


Premier Bath, Inc. 
1-866-399-8827 

www.premierbathsiiu.iom for Special Savings 



336 9th Street °P en 7 da Y s 3 week 

(bet. 5th and 6th Avar,) Bklyn, NY MonZTwiSoam -T 3 0pm 

(7 1 8) 369-687 3 Sat: 1 0am - 5pm • Sun 1 1 am - 5 pm 


© FACE LIFT 
CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions 
To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

A 31-23 Ask for George: 

A 1-347-724-6540 A 


Contractors II Contractors 


. Chris Mullins A 

■ General Contracting 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 


www.knockoutrenovation.ci 

718-745-0722 



^^^MStructfon Carp. 

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Sheetrock "Taping 

•Kitchens ‘Decks 

•Windows •Baths 

• Custom Made Kitchen Cabinets, 
Lie #1 14276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1110 


CUSTOM DESIGNED CLOSETS 
An Affordable Luxury... 

■ Designed in your home 

• Custom fit to your closet 

• Installed by craftsmen with love, 


MAX@W()RK.. 



Always 
exceeding) tyiur expefitafeum 


718-276-8558 A 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured •Lic#1252474 A3114 

S 8c M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 
masonry & cement work 
Brownstone Specialist 

Free Estimates - Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS - RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS 

JTC ASSOCIATES 

Renovation • New Construction 
Custom Design 

.safe 

Gut Rehabs Apartments 
Kitchens Bathrooms 

Interior Exterior 



L.D. Contractor 

LICENSED AND INSURED 
Kitchen - Bathroom - Woodfloors 
Entire House & Apartment Renovation 

Call: 212-203-1122 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 


To advertise 
on this page, 
call 1718) 834-9350 

The Brooklyn Paper 


dZZZI^ A30/312< 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• c'urtom'Kadins J °bs are Owner Supervised 

• firastei Basements VVe have been ■ Windows 

doing a great job .Additions 

for over ten years _- Do f r ™ rs 

718-375-8292 


Lie# 1157104 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Carpentry • Sheetrock 


718-686-1100 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


• Mention this ad and save $25. 


Christopher John Call 718-389-91 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.ci 


Demolition Exterminator 


NAM — 

f DEMOLITION 

<& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


(718) 965-8024 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
( 718 ) 875-6100 
( 212 ) 475-6100 


PT Installations ( 
Electrical Contractor £ 

Licensed & Insured/Resid 



Call Nick (718)331-3210 

ALECTRAinc. 


718-522-3893 


(718) 633-1859 


_ 


2353 


i f 


Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 






BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, FVC 

Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 


Floor Maintenance 


Cherry Valley Flooring 

Installation & refinishing all hardwood 
flooring. Installation of carpet, 
linoleum, VCT, ceramic 8, stone tiles. 
www.cherryvalleyfloaring.com 
(718) 271-4919 • (516) 486-5830 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Custom Colors & Designs 

Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 



Floor Maintenance 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping •Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

L“ se 7^8 „720+25 5 5°„ rm6 


IjcenDdTor ov 



DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 

T 

LANDSCAPING, NURSERY 


1875 Ralph Ave. 
vww.dragonettibrothers.com 

(718)451-1300 


KBM Handyman Services 


ffo. FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 

HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntty 


Ceramic Tile Work 
PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 


CALL NED 


Wallpaper ■ FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871-1 504_ 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 



ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 


Call (718) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


HMHHGB 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


a 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Movers (Licensed) 


M 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 
Estimates 

718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 
NYS DOT # 36694 


wwwArikmoving.com 
roll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 


TOP HAT MOVERS 


A-1 JAYS WAY 

MOVING 


es and best quality moving 


SUNSHINE “ 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

| . HWB 


( 866 ) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepalntingny.com 

also online at brooklynpaper.com 





References 
Free Estimates 

718-439-7309, 



Complete Apt. & Home Renov. 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


FAST REPAIR INC. 

Plumbing • heating • drain cleaning 


(71 8) 258-4600 (71 8) 645-0089 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer 8, Drain Cleaning 
•TT1 Plumbing 
TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 
745-7727 or 848-5654 


Regan 8c Son 
Power Washing 

Homes, Decks, Gutters 
Down Spouts, Post Constr., 
Sidewalks & Gum Removal 
Fire & flood damage. 

718 - 633 - 7498 - 845 - 800-4327 


Fox Roofing; 
& Restoration 


Cool air in the Summer 
Cell For a FREE Estimate 

800-945-5562 



ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate *31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


FIND MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 15 




























































